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Particularly when crimes under international law are perpetrated on a large scale in situations 
of crisis, there is an urgent need to preserve evidence for use in eventual criminal proceedings, 
whether at the International Criminal Court or other national or international tribunals.

Too frequently, obstacles prevent immediate direct recourse to international courts 
and prosecutors. One response has been the creation of mechanisms to collect 
and preserve the evidence in the meantime. Examples include the International 
Independent and Impartial Mechanism (IIIM) for Syria, and the Commission on 
Human Rights in South Sudan. At the current session of the Human Rights Council, the 
Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar has called for establishment of an IIIM pending referral 
to the ICC or an ad hoc tribunal. 

The panel at this side event, organized by the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) 
in cooperation with the Permanent Mission of the Netherlands, is aimed at discussing the 
various options for accountability, and how to take these and related initiatives forward.
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