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In te rn a t io n a l  Commission of J u r i s t s  
by

M aitre  Andre TREMBLAY,
P ro fe s so r  a t  the F acu lty  of Law of the  U n iv e rs i ty  of Montreal 

and member of the  Bar of Montreal

on

a mission in  Ju ly  1981 to  Morocco to  a t t e n d  as  an observer  a  t r i a l  
in  Rabat of a  number of persons  accused of "arson, unlawful 
assem blies  and the  d e s t r u c t io n  of p u b l ic  p ro p e r ty  and o the r

crim es” .



In troduc t ion

by

N ia ll  MacDermot 
S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l  of th e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  Commission of J u r i s t s

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Commission of J u r i s t s  h a s  fo r  many y e a r s  sent 
i n t e r n a t io n a l  o b se rv e rs  to l e a d in g  t r i a l s  in  Morocco. I t s  o b se rv e rs  
h a v e  a lw a y s  been w e l l  rec e iv ed  an d  offered  a l l  the  u s u a l  co ur te s ie s  
for  the accom plishm ent of t h e i r  m iss ions .

In  Ju ly  1981, the  I n t e r n a t io n a l  Commission of J u r i s t s  sen t  P rofes­
so r  T rem blay ,  a  C a n a d ia n  ad voca te  an d  a  member of i t s  C a n a d ia n  
n a t io n a l  sec t ion ,  to a t t e n d  a n  im p o rtan t  t r i a l  in  R aba t .

After  a t t e n d in g  th e  open ing  of th e  t r i a l  on 13 J u ly ,  P rofesso r  
T rem blay ,  in  company w ith  o th e r  i n t e r n a t io n a l  o b s e rv e rs  a t t e n d in g  the 
t r i a l ,  w as  ex p e l led  from th e  co u n try  in  the  e a r ly  h o u rs  of th e  morning 
of 14 J u ly  in  the m anner  d e sc r ib e d  in  h i s  re p o r t .

The I n t e r n a t io n a l  Commission of J u r i s t s  im m edia te ly  a sk ed  for  an 
e x p la n a t io n  from the  M in is te r  P le n ip o te n t ia ry  of th e  Moroccan Mission 
to the  United Nations a t  Geneva.  No r e p ly  h a s  been re ce iv ed ,  b u t  on 
15 Ju ly  1981 a  governm en t s ta tem en t  co ncern ing  the  ex p u ls io n  of 
P ro fesso r  T rem blay a n d  the  o th e r  in t e r n a t io n a l  O bse rvers  was p u b l ish ed  
in  a l l  Moroccan n e w s p a p e rs  in  the following term s:

"F ore ign  la w y e rs  a sk ed  to leave  th e  n a t io n a l  t e r r i t o r y  
for  h a v in g  exceeded th e i r  r ig h t s

According to sources  close to the M in is try  of Ju s t ice  a n d  the
S ec ur i ty  S erv ices ,  we h a v e  g a th e r e d  the  following comments:



Since the  in c id e n t s  w h ich  o c c u r red  on 20 June a t  C a s a b la n c a ,  
Morocco h a s  become the t a r g e t  fo r  ca lum nie s  a n d  f a l s e  in form ation  
fo s te red  by c e r t a i n  i l l - i n t e n t io n e d  fo re ig n  c i r c le s .
I f  Morocco is  known for  i t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  g u a ra n te e in g  co l lec t iv e  an d  
i n d i v i d u a l  freedom s, in  p a r t i c u l a r  those  r e l a t in g  to freedom of ex ­
p re s s io n  an d  movement, a n d  for the  p o s s ib i l i t y  to  p l e a d  before  i t s  
n a t i o n a l  co u r ts  which is  g iv e n  to fo re ig n  la w y ers  who make a 
r e g u l a r  a p p l i c a t io n  to do so, i t  c a n n o t  in d e f in i t e ly  t o l e r a t e  t h a t  
people t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of th e se  r i g h t s  in  o rd e r  to meddle in  the 
i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  of Moroco in  v io la t io n  of i t s  law s.
In th i s  way some fo re ig n  a d v o c a te s  a n d  j u r i s t s  a r r i v i n g  in  
Morocco a s  t o u r i s t s  h a v e  sough t f i t  to a r r o g a te  to them selves  the 
r i g h t  to a c t  as  defence l a y e r s  in  l e g a l  p roce ed in gs  fo r  which they  
h a v e  sough t no p r i o r  a u th o r i s a t io n .
R e a l i s in g  t h a t  th e y  cou ld  not p l e a d  w ith ou t  r e g u l a r i s i n g  t h e i r  
po s i t io n  in  a c c o rd a n ce  w ith  th e  l e g a l  r e g u la t io n s ,  these  fo re ig n e rs  
co n s t i tu te d  them se lv es ,  once a g a in  in  v io la t io n  of th e  i n t e r n a l  
la w s ,  a s  o b s e rv e rs  in  o rd e r  to  meddle in  Moroccan a f f a i r s ,  moved 
in  a l l  th i s  b y  a d e s i r e  to h a rm  th e  good name of Morocco a t  the  
in s t ig a t io n  of the  v e ry  people who provoked  th e  r e g r e t t a b l e  
in c id e n ts  a t  C a s a b la n c a .
H aving  h a d  proof of the  m a n ip u la t io n s  d i r e c te d  a t  th e se  law y ers  
an d  of the  u na ck n o w led g ed  ob jec t iv e s  which th e y  were p u r s u in g ,  
th e  Moroccan a u th o r i t i e s  a s k e d  them to le a v e  the  n a t i o n a l  t e r r i ­
to ry  an d  to conform in  f u tu re  w ith  the  laws in  force go v e rn in g  
th e  ex e rc ise  by  fo re ig n e rs  of th e  r ig h t  of defence before  the 
co u r ts  of th e  c o u n try .
The g ra tu i to u s  m alevolence an d  the sen tim ents  of h o s t i l i t y  tow ard s  
Morocco of which c e r t a i n  fo re ign  c i rc le s  ha ve  g iven  proof ca n  be 
i l l u s t r a t e d ,  le t  i t  be r e c a l l e d ,  by  the  l a t e s t  ly in g  and  fa l l a c io u s  
d e c l a r a t io n s  made in  P a r i s  by  ad voca te  P ie r r e  M ign a rd ."

I n  so f a r  a s  th i s  s ta tem e n t  r e l a t e d  to P ro fesso r  T rem blay  i t  is  
com plete ly  u n fou nded .  P ro fesso r  Trem blay n e v e r  h ad  any  wish  or
in te n t io n  to a c t  as  a defence counsel  an d  h a d  n e v e r  been a s k e d  to do



so by  o r  on b e h a l f  of an y  of the  d e fe n d a n ts .  His sole objec t w as to 
a t t e n d  th e  t r i a l  as  an  O bse rv er  on b e h a l f  of the I n t e r n a t io n a l  
Commission of J u r i s t s .

His nom ina tion  a s  an  IC] o b s e rv e r  a t  th e  t r i a l  w as  communicated 
by  te le g ram  to the  M inis ter  of Ju s t ic e  as  a m a t te r  of co u r te sy  before 
h i s  d e p a r t u r e  for  Morocco. No pe rm iss ion  was r e q u e s te d ,  s ince he d id  
not r e q u i r e  a v i s a  to e n te r  the  co u n try  an d ,  the  t r i a l s  b e in g  in  
p u b l i c ,  he l ik e  an y  o th e r  pe rson  v i s i t i n g  Morocco was e n t i t l e d  to 
a t t e n d  th e  t r i a l .  The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Commission of J u r i s t s  is  u n a w a re  of 
an y  Moroccan law f o rb id d in g  in t e r n a t io n a l  o b se rv e rs  to a t te n d  p u b l ic  
t r i a l s  in  the c o u n try .  On p rev io u s  occas ions  when the  I n t e r n a t io n a l  
Commission of J u r i s t s  h a s  sen t  o b se rv e rs  to  t r i a l s  in  Morocco the  same 

p ro ce d u re  h a s  a lw ay s  been followed w ith ou t  an y  ob jec t ion .

The Moroccan g o v e rn m e n t 's  ob jection  is  a l l  the more incom prehen­
s ib le  in  view of the  co urteous  recep t ion  which P ro fesso r  T rem blay and 
th e  o th e r  o b s e rv e rs  rec e iv ed  from th e  p r e s id in g  ju d g e ,  Mr Z o u b i r i ,  who 
e x p re s s ly  to ld  them th e y  could  a t t e n d  as  o b s e rv e rs ,  a n d  r e p e a te d  th is  
a u th o r i s a t io n  in  open co u r t .  I t  was c l e a r ,  th e re fo re ,  t h a t  th i s  was 
the  sole- c a p a c i ty  in  which th e y  wished  or sough t to a t t e n d  the t r i a l .

I t  i s  h a r d l y  n e c e s s a ry  to ad d  t h a t  n e i th e r  the I n t e r n a t io n a l  
Commission of J u r i s t s  nor  P ro fesso r  Tremblay h a v e  a n y  h o s t i l i t y  or 
m alevolence  tow ard s  the  p eop le ,  governm ent or  in s t i tu t io n s  of Morocco.

I t  i s  a f re q u e n t  p r a c t i c e  fo r  i n t e r n a t io n a l  o b s e rv e rs  to be  in 
touch w ith  a n d  rece iv e  b a c k g ro u n d  inform ation  from defence counsel 
a n d  an y  o r g a n i s a t io n  to which  the  d e fe n d an ts  may belon;g a s ,  more 
often  th a n  no t ,  i t  is  these  people who h a v e  r e q u e s te d  the o b se rv e r  
m iss ion .

P ro fesso r  T rem blay  h a s  r e p o r te d  in fu l l  on the in fo rm atio n  he 
rec e iv e d  in  th i s  w ay ,  a n d  the r e a d e r  w il l  be a b le  to jud g e  of h is  
m otivat ion  an d  o b je c t iv i ty .  As he s ta te s  in  h i s  r e p o r t ,  he had  
ex p la in e d  to those w i th  whom he spoke t h a t  he in te n d e d  to a s k  the
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governm en t fo r  t h e i r  s ide  of th e  ca se ,  b u t  he was ex p e l led  from the 
c o u n t ry  before he was a b le  to do so.

After i t s  In t ro d u c t io n ,  P ro fesso r  T re m b la y 's  r e p o r t  is  in  five 
p a r t s .  The f i r s t  de sc r ib e s  the  o r ig in  of the  even ts  of 20 a n d  21 June
which g a v e  r i s e  to the  t r i a l ;  th e  second w ith  th e  consequences  of
those  e v en ts ;  the  t h i r d  with the  t r i a l  a n d  h is  c r i t ic i sm s  of i t ;  the
f o u r th  w ith  o th e r  m a t te r s  of hum an r i g h t s  in  Morocco g iv in g  c a u se  for
co ncern ;  an d  the  f i f th  w ith  h is  a r r e s t  a n d  ex p u ls ion .

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Commission of J u r i s t s  co n s id e rs  t h a t  th i s  r e p o r t  
is  of s u f f ic ie n t  i n t e r e s t  to m eri t  p u b l ic a t io n  in  f u l l .  A supp lem en t 
h a s  been ad d ed  by  th e  S e c re t a r i a t  of th e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  Commission of 
J u r i s t s  g iv in g  in fo rm at io n  ab o u t  f u r t h e r  developments in  th i s  a n d  o the r  
t r i a l s  s ince  P ro fesso r  T re m b la y 's  ex p u ls io n .

Geneva
September 1981



R E P O R T

by

P rofesso r  Andre Tremblay

I rec e iv ed  my in s t r u c t io n s  (o rd re  de m is s io n ) from the  I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l  Commission of J u r i s t s  on T h u r s d a y ,  7 Ju ly  1981. 1 w as ap p o in te d
a s  a n  o b s e rv e r  to the  t r i a l s  due to ta k e  p la c e  in  Morocco between 13 
a n d  18 Ju ly  following r io t s  t h a t  h a d  rec e n t ly  oc cu rred  th e re .

Before my d e p a r t u r e ,  f ix ed  for S a tu rd a y ,  11 Ju ly  1981, I was ab le  
w ith  the  he lp  of C a n a d ia n  f r i e n d s  to co llec t  to g e the r  the  a v a i l a b l e  docu­
m en ta t io n ,  which  h e lp ed  me to u n d e r s t a n d  the  b a ck g ro u n d  to the  r io ts  
of 20 a n d  21 Ju n e ,  the  p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  in  Morocco, the o r g a n i s a t io n  
of th e  j u d i c i a l  sys tem , a n d  the  l e g i s la t io n  u n d e r  wh ich  th e  p r i s o n e r s  
would e v e n tu a l ly  be t r i e d .

I a r r i v e d  in  C a s a b la n c a  on the morning of 12 J u ly .  I noticed 
t h a t  the customs o f f ic ia l s  were a s k in g  t h a t  a l l  s u i t c a s e s  be opened and  
in  c e r t a in  c a se s  they  c a r r i e d  out a r ig o ro u s  s e a rc h .  In  my c a se ,  my
b a g g a g e  w as  opened an d  a  cu rso ry  check was m ade. I g a v e  the
im m ig ra t ion  o f f ic ia l  my d e b a r k a t io n  form which in d ic a te d  among o th e r  
t h in g s  t h a t  I w as  a  la w y e r .  The im m igra t ion  o f f ic ia l  d id  not a s k  me 
an y  q u e s t io n s  an d  I w as  ab le  to e n te r  the c o u n try  e a s i ly .

At th e  a i r p o r t ,  1 met a  Moroccan law y e r  r e p re s e n t in g  the  I n t e r n a ­
t io n a l  Commission of J u r i s t s  who w a s  accom panied by a  member of
p a r l i a m e n t  of the  S o c ia l is t  Union of P o p u la r  Forces ( U .S .F .P . )  a n d  an 
ac t iv e  member of th e  same Union (e lem en ta ry  r u le s  of p ru d e n c e  an d  
lo y a l ty  tow ards  my Moroccan in fo rm an ts  an d  hosts  p r e v e n t  me from 
m ention ing  t h e i r  names in  th i s  r e p o r t ) .

On my a r r i v a l ,  I l e a rn e d  from my Moroccan hosts  t h a t  o the r
-  5 -



i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o b s e rv e rs  would be a r r i v i n g  d u r in g  th e  course  of th e  d a y .
In d ee d ,  t h a t  same S u n d ay ,  the  following p e rso n s  a r r i v e d :

M altre  Yves Kleniec, ad v o c a te  a t  the Court of Appeal of A ix -en -  
P rovence ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Associa tion  of Democratic Law­
y e rs  a n d  the  French  G en era l  Confedera t ion  of L abour.

M attre  Michel Z a v r i a n ,  ad v o ca te  a t  the  P a r i s  Court of A ppeal ,  r e p r e s e n t ­
in g  th e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  F ed e ra t io n  for Human, r i g h t s  a n d  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Movement of C atholic  J u r i s t s .

Mr Raul W ittenberg ,  a  j o u r n a l i s t  r e p r e s e n t in g  the  jo u r n a l s  of th re e  
im p o r ta n t  t r a d e  u n io n  co n fe d e ra t io n s  in  I t a l y ,  t h e  C .G . I . L . ,  the 
C . I . S . L . ,  a n d  the  U . I .L .

In o rd e r  to c a r r y  out my m ission  f a i r l y  an d  c o r re c t ly  an d  to 
av o id  an y  su b s e q u e n t  re p ro a c h  by  p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  of the  State  
of Morocco 1 p o in ted  out to my Moroccan h o s ts  as  soon a s  1 a r r i v e d
t h a t  I h a d  dec id ed  to  co n tac t  o f f ic ia ls  of o th e r  p o l i t i c a l  g ro u p s  in  the 
c o u n t ry  to f ind  ou t  th e i r  accoun t an d  assessm en t  of th e  f a c t s .  I 
e s p e c i a l ly  e m p h as ised  on S un d ay ,  12 J u ly ,  t h a t  I in te n d ed  to g e t  in
touch  w ith  th e  a u th o r i t i e s  a t  the  M in is t ry  of Health  ( a t  the  v e ry  l e a s t  
w ith  a  view to  q u e s t io n in g  th e  in ju r e d  p e rso n s  ke p t  in  th e  h o s p i t a l s ) ;  
a t  the  M in is try  of Ju s t ic e  to f in d  out the num ber of people  k i l l e d ,  
i n j u r e d ,  d e ta in e d  or  sen ten ced ;  an d  a t  th e  M in is try  of th e  I n t e r i o r  to 
h e a r  t h e i r  v e rs io n  of w h at  h a p p e n e d .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  on U  J u ly ,
h a v in g  been  h a s t i l y  q u e s t io n ed  an d  a r r e s t e d  by th e  po lice  from the 
M in is t ry  of th e  I n t e r i o r  (Division of  I n t e r n a l  Secur i ty )  a n d  su b se q u e n t ly  
d ep o r ted  from Moroccan t e r r i t o r y  by  th e  f i r s t  a v a i l a b l e  p l a n e ,  I was 
p re v e n te d  from m eeting  th e  o f f ic ia l  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  of the  Moroccan
g o v ernm en t.  My m iss ion which was to h a v e  la s t e d  a  week w as,
th e re fo re ,  c o n s id e r a b ly  sh o r ten e d .  However, on 12 an d  13 J u ly  I was
ab le  to meet more th a n  a  dozen le a d e r s  of th e  Democratic C onfedera t ion  
of L abou r  (C .D .T .)  a n d  of th e  U .S .F .P .  a s  well  as  s e v e r a l  defence
la w y e r s  in the  C a s a b la n c a  a n d  R aba t  t r i a l s ,  am ongst whom were
s e v e r a l  p re s id e n ts  of r e g io n a l  b a r  a s s o c ia t io n s .  I was a l s o  ab le  to 
meet s e v e r a l  co l leag u es  of the  R aba t  b a r .  The following r e p o r t  is



th e re fo re  b a se d  on th e se  d i s c u s s io n s ,  meetings an d  p e rs o n a l  co n tac ts .
I t  is  a l so  b a s e d  on w h a t  1 w as  p e r s o n a l ly  ab le  to ob se rv e .  F in a l ly ,  my 
knowledge of the  i n t e r n a l  s i t u a t io n  in  Morocco was a s s i s t e d  b y  the  
a r t i c l e s  1 r e a d  in  "Le Monde D ip lom atique" ,  "Le Monde", "Jeune Afri-  
q u e" ,  " L 'E x p r e s s " ,  an d  "Le Nouvel O b se rv a te u r " ,  among o th e rs .

As a  f i n a l  p r e l im in a r y  rem a rk ,  I shou ld  l ike  to em phasise  th e  com­
p le te  coopera t io n  t h a t  I r e ce iv ed  from Me Kleniec an d  Me Z a v r i a n  as  
well  as  the  I t a l i a n  j o u r n a l i s t ,  Mr W ittenberg .  We were ab le  to work 
to g e th e r  a n d  to he lp  an d  comfort each  o th e r  when our  m iss ions  came to 
a  p a in fu l  en d .  As r e g a r d s  the two Arab law yers  who were a lso  
d ep o r ted  from Morocco on 1A J u ly ,  th e re  was n e i th e r  the time n o r  the 
o p p o r tu n i ty  for them to be of a n y  h e lp  to u s .  We d id  in  fa c t  meet Mr 
M ag h rab i  Abdel Azim, r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  of the  Arab L aw y ers '  Union, and  
Dr. R agah  G a b a l ,  commissioned by th e  Union of E g y p t ia n  J u r i s t s .  The 
meeting w ith  th e se  two Arab j u r i s t s ,  who were i n v e s t ig a t in g  th e  same 
f a c t s ,  took p la ce  on 13 Ju ly  in  R abat  d u r in g  th e  t r i a l ,  a n d  the 
following d a y  we learned,  t h a t  th e y  a lso  h a d  been ex p e l le d  from Morocco.

I .  THE ORIGIN OF THE EVENTS OF 20 a n d  21 JUNE

I t  may be u s e fu l ,  in  sp i te  of the  a b u n d a n t  l i t e r a t u r e  a v a i l a b l e
on the  s u b je c t ,  to r e c a l l  r a p i d l y  th e se  ev en ts .

On th e  eve of th e  month of R am adan ,  th e  Moroccan governm ent p ro­
m ulg a ted  a  v e ry  s teep  in c re a s e  of ab o u t  45% on the  p r ice  of b a s ic  neces­
s i t i e s .  In  c e r t a i n  c a s e s ,  the  in c re a s e  went up to 80%. These c o n s id e r ­
ab le  i n c re a s e s  j e o p a rd iz e d  f u r th e r  the  su b s i s ta n c e  of the lower c la sse s  
an d  the s h a k y  eq u i l ib r iu m  of the  most d e s t i tu te  fam il ie s  d u r in g  a
pe r iod  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  f a i l u r e  an d  unemployment. As a r e s u l t ,  a
spo n ta n eo u s  re v o l t  a g a i n s t  m isery  f l a r e d  up  an d  leg i t im a te  d is co n ten t  
w as e x p re ssed  by a l l  p o l i t i c a l  g ro u p s  which condemned the  p r ice
in c r e a s e s .
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This d is co n ten t  was e x p re s s e d  by  a n a t io n -w id e  s t r ik e  c a l l e d  by
th e  U .S .F .P .  a n d  the  C .D .T . a f t e r  the  Moroccan governm en t r e fu sed  to
e n te r  in to  a n y  d is c u s s io n s  a b o u t  th e se  p r ic e  in c re a s e s ,  a n d  e s p e c ia l ly
th e  use  of th e  money a v a i l a b l e  in the  com pensation fu n d .  I t  must be
s a i d  h e re  t h a t  n e i th e r  th e  U .S .F .P .  n o r  th e  C .D.T. a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  
opposed to p r ic e  in c re a s e s ,  b u t  these  two o r g a n i s a t io n s  do no t  w a n t  to 
co n se n t  to s ig n i f i c a n t  i n c re a s e s  w ith o u t  knowing the  m a n ner  in  which 
the  com pensation  fund  w il l  fun c t io n  a n d  the  use  to which  i t s  co n tend s  
w il l  be p u t .

The l e a d e r s h i p  of th e  C .D .T . a n d  the U .S .F .P .  m a in t a in  t h a t  
th e re  is c o r ru p t io n  even among th e  m a n a g e rs  of th e  com pensation fund  
( th i s  fund  should  no rm a l ly  m odera te  th e  p r ic e s  of b a s ic  commodities by  
a system of s u b s id i e s ,  b u t  th e se  only  ben ef i t  the well to d o ) .  I t  is  
th i s  c o r ru p t io n  of wh ich  th e  Moroccan governm ent i s  a c cu sed  t h a t  i s  
s a id  to e x p la in  to a  l a r g e  e x te n t  th e  ev e n ts  of 20 a n d  21 Ju n e .  As the  
gov ernm en t r e fu se d  to  g iv e  a n y  e x p la n a t io n s  to the U .S .F .P .  a n d  the 
C .D .T . ,  th e se  two o r g a n i s a t io n s  m a in ta in e d  t h e i r  c a l l  fo r  a g e n e r a l  
s t r i k e  for  20 Jun e .  However, a c c o rd in g  to the  l e a d e r s  of th e  U .S .F .P .  
a n d  th e  C .D .T . ,  th e  a u th o r i t i e s  re so lv e d  to  b r e a k  the  s t r i k e  a n d ,  more 
e s p e c ia l ly ,  to f ra g m en t  the  u n i f i e d  n a t io n a l  movement t h a t  w as  forming 
in  th e  c o u n t ry .

This  is  why th e  governm en t o r g a n i s e d ,  in  conjunc tion  w ith  th e  Mo­
ro c c an  L abour  Union (U .M .T .)  -  a  un ion  with  a  governm en t b i a s  -  a  
s t r ik e  fo r  18 June w ith  the  aim of u n d erm in in g  the  s t r ik e  of 20 June 
which was to e x p re s s  a  n a t io n a l  co nsensus  of p ro te s t .  This  U.M.T 
s t r i k e ,  wh ich  th e  C .D .T . s u p p o r te d ,  was o rg a n ise d  w ith  th e  com pliance 
of th e  po l ice .  But i t  was not a  s t r i k e  of the  C .D .T . o r  of th e  U .S .F .P .

C onsequen tly  a n o th e r  s t r i k e  took p la ce  on 20 June .  But, a c c o rd in g  to 
th e  in fo rm atio n  rec e iv e d ,  the  governm ent sough t  to  u nd erm ine  the 
n a t io n a l  s t r ik e  of 20 June .

According to those  le a d e r s  of the  U .S .F .P .  a n d  the C .D .T . who 
h a v e  no t  y e t  been a r r e s t e d ,  the  g o v e rn m en t 's  aim was to tak e  
a d v a n ta g e  of th e  g e n e r a l  s t r ik e  of 20 June to ge t  r i d  of the  l e a d e r s h ip  
of t h e  U .S .F .P .  an d  th e  C .D .T . ,  an d  a lso  to is o la te  the opposit ion  
forces g ro u p ed  b e h in d  the  U .S .F .P .  More p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  i t  was a  m a t te r



of d e s t ro y in g  th e  image of th e se  two o rg a n i s a t io n s  by  m aking  them 
s u p p o r t  the  tu rm oil  which would follow the g e n e ra l  s t r ik e .  This 
a n a l y s i s  was made by th e  le a d e r s  of th e se  two o rg a n i s a t io n s  who, to 
p ro v e  t h e i r  a l l e g a t io n s ,  p o in ted  out

(1) t h a t  the a r r e s t  of lo ca l  le a d e r s  of the  t r a d e  u n io ns  or  the
s o c ia l i s t  oppos it ion  o ccu r red  in  some p la ce s  before the in c id en ts  
of 20 June ,  i n c lu d in g  180 a r r e s t s  in  th e  c i ty  of C a s a b la n c a  as  
from 19 June;

(2) t h a t  the  h e a d q u a r t e r s  of th e  C .D .T . were s u r ro u n d e d  by  the
p o l ice  from 14 June a n d  t h a t  from then  on en t ry  was fo rb id d e n ;

(3) t h a t  on 20 June members of th e  U.M.T. an d  "unco n tro l led "
e lem ents ,  some of whom were p a r a m i l i t a r y  p e rso n n e l ,  " p a r t i c i ­
p a te d "  in  the  s t r i k e .  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  p a r a m i l i t a r y  p e rso n n e l  were 
r e q u i s i t io n e d  to d r iv e  bu ses  which were sen t  u n d e r  he av y  police 
g u a r d  in to  the  p o o re r  q u a r t e r s  where th e y  d iv e r te d  from the
r e g u l a r  bus  ro u tes  m ak ing  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of noise  w ith  t h e i r  h o rn s ;

(4) t h a t  from 2 p .m .  on 20 June ,  when no v io lence  h a d  y e t  ta k e n
p la c e ,  the h o s p i t a l s  of the  c i ty  h a d  been w a rn ed  an d  a s k e d  to
t a k e  th e  n e c e s s a ry  ac t ion  to se t  up  an  em ergency se rv ic e ;

(5) t h a t  even be fore  the  t roops  b e g a n  to  f i re  in to  th e  crowd, the
governm ent h a d  o rd e re d  th a t  th e  p oo re r  q u a r t e r s  a n d  town ce n tre  
be p u t  u n d e r  t i g h t  co n t ro l ,  r e n d e r in g  access  to them im po ss ib le ;

(6) t h a t  o f f ic ia l s  of th e  U .S .F .P .  a n d  the  C .D .T . were a r r e s t e d  in
towns where th e re  were no in c id e n ts :  Beni M ellal ,  Nador,
K e n i t ra ,  Safi ,  Bennour,  J a d id a ,  T an g e r ,  A g ad ir ,  Meknes, etc .

F u r th e rm o re ,  my Moroccan in fo rm an ts  p o in ted  out t h a t  the decision  
to f i re  in to  the crowd w as  t a k e n  by  the  governm ent an d  t h a t  n e i th e r
the  C .D .T . nor  the  U .S .F .P .  in c i ted  th e i r  members to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  the 
r io t s  which took p la ce  in  C a s a b la n c a .  My in fo rm an ts  a lso  po in ted  out
th a t  i t  was n e i th e r  in  the in te re s t  of the  C .D.T. nor  the U .S .F .P .  t h a t
the  g e n e ra l  s t r ik e  of 20 June should  end in  b loo dshed .  In  t h e i r  view,
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while the  governm en t took f r i g h t  a t  the  m ag n i tu d e  of the  s t r i k e ,  i t  h ad  
ev e ry  in t e r e s t  in  d i s c r e d i t i n g  the  opp os it ion  movements. All t h i s ,  in 

the eyes of the  l e a d e r s  in te rv ie w e d ,  dem o n s tra te s  the  ex is ten ce  of an  
in te n t  to p ro v o ca t io n .

I I .  CONSEQUENCES OF THE EVENTS OF 20 an d  21 JUNE

1 would p o in t  out t h a t  th e  d i s tu r b a n c e s  mostly took p la c e  on 20
June b u t  i t  is  a l l e g e d  t h a t  t roops  a l s o  f i r e d  in to  the  crowd the
following d a y ,  t h a t  is  S u n day ,  21 June .  The following d i r e c t  conse­
que n ces  of th e se  d i s t u r b a n c e s  may be no ted :

(1) The top eche lons  of the  U .S .F .P .  an d  the  C .D .T . were u n d e r
a t t a c k  an d  t h e i r  l e a d e r s  a t  a l l  le v e l s  were removed. I t  i s  to  be 
noted  t h a t  13 of the  66 members of the  n a t i o n a l  a d m in is t ra t iv e
commission of th e  U .S .F .P .  were a r r e s t e d ,  t h a t  i s  20% of the  to ta l  
num ber  of i t s  members.

(2) There w as a l a r g e  n um ber  of i n j u r e d ,  d e a d  a n d  a r r e s t e d  p e rs o n s .
According to  th e  governm en t th e re  were only  67 d e a th s  an d  2000
a r r e s t s .  According to the  opp os it ion  p a r t i e s  th e re  were i n i t i a l l y  
637 d i s a p p e a r e d  p e rso n s  b u t  d u r in g  my s ta y  in  Morocco, 641 d e ad  
h a d  been co u n ted .  As fam il ie s  of d i s a p p e a r e d  p e rso n s  a r e  be ing  
t e r r o r i s e d  a n d  r e fu s e  to t a l k ,  the  f ig u r e s ,  a c c o rd in g  to  my 
in fo rm a n ts ,  co u ld  be much h ig h e r .
F u r th e rm o re ,  a c c o rd in g  to th e  governm en t,  th e re  were no d e a th s  
by  shooting  an d  the  d e a th s  were a l l  c a u se d  by b lu n t  in s t ru m e n ts ;

b u t  a l l  the  r e p o r t s  I r e a d  a n d  a l l  the  ey e -w itn e s s  ac co u n ts  I
h e a r d  in d ic a te  to  me t h a t  th e  t roops  f i re d .
F in a l ly ,  w ith  r e g a r d  to the num ber  of pe rson s  in ju r e d  an d  
a r r e s t e d ,  i t  goes a s  h ig h  as  2000 an d  6000 re s p e c t iv e ly  ac c o rd in g  
to  the oppos it ion  p a r t i e s .
But I must c a l l  the  a t t e n t io n  of the  Commission to a communique 
i s su e d  by  th e  M in is t ry  of Ju s t ice ,  which was r e p o r te d  by th e
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governm ent p r e s s ,  in  which the  governm ent s ta te s  t h a t  " the 
num ber of a r r e s t e d  pe rso n s  was no h ig h e r  t h a n  2000 of whom 930 
were r e le a se d  by the  M in is t ry  of Pub lic  A ffairs  as  soon as  i t  was 
p ro v ed  t h a t  th e re  was in s u f f ic ie n t  ev idence  a g a in s t  them. The 
o th e rs  h a v e  been r e f e r r e d  to the  p ro p e r  c o r rec t io n a l  an d  c r im in a l  
t r i b u n a l s . "

(3) The opposit ion  p re s s  h a s  been s i len ced .
The offices of the  n e w sp ap e rs  "A1 M ouh ar i r" ,  "L ib e ra t io n "  an d  "A1 
B ayane"  were occupied  b y  the  police a n d  closed  a f t e r  the  ev en ts .  
Mr M ustapha K a rch ao u i ,  member of th e  a d m in i s t r a t iv e  commission 
of th e  U .S .F .P .  a n d  ed i to r  in  ch ie f  of "A1 M ouharir"  was p u t  in  
j a i l .

(4) Other  a r r e s t s  made a f t e r  the e v en ts .
These a r r e s t s  were fewer in num ber b u t  co n t inu e d  d u r in g  my
s t a y .  An exam ple  is  the  ca se  of Ahmed B endje l lou l ,  a  young
a d v o ca te  i n  p u p i l l a g e  a n d  a  member of th e  a d m in i s t r a t iv e  commis­
sion of th e  U . S .F .P . ,  who was a r r e s t e d  on 1 Ju ly  an d  who was
s t i l l  in  cu s tod y  on 13 J u ly  in  sp i te  of the  p ro v is io n s  of Art ic le  68
of the  p e n a l  code which  l im its  police  cu stod y  to  144 hou rs  su b jec t  
to a  w r i t te n  a u th o r i s a t io n  from th e  s ta te  p ro secu to r .  D uring  my 
v i s i t ,  h i s  fam ily  h a d  no t  seen him s ince  h i s  a r r e s t  an d  no law yer  
h a d  been a b le  to v i s i t  him. His b r o th e r  Amar, a  l e a d e r  of the  
U . S .F .P . ,  h a d  p r e v io u s ly  been k i l le d  in  t r a g i c  c i rcu m sta n ce s .

O ther  consequences  flowed d i r e c t ly  from the ev ents  of 20 an d  21 
Jun e .  Thus d u r in g  my v i s i t  the governm en t m a in ta in e d  i t s  b a n  on 
d e m on s tra t io n s  in  p u b l ic  th o ro u g h fa re s  and  on the  use of t r a d e  union 
p rem ise s ,  an d  i t s  su sp en s ion  of the  powers of th e  l e a d e r s  of so -ca l le d  
" s t r a t e g i c "  u n io ns  in  f ie ld s  such  as  w a te r ,  e le c t r i c i ty  an d  t r a n s p o r t .  
O ther freedom s, i n d i v i d u a l  an d  p u b l ic ,  r e s t r i c t e d  by th e  government
w il l  be exam ined in  the  n e x t  sec tion  on the R abat  t r i a l  an d  the
v io la t io n s  of r i g h t s  wh ich  i t  r e v e a l s .
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I I I .  THE RABAT TRIAL AND ITS VIOLATIONS OF INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS

The t r i a l  which I was a u th o r i s e d  to observe  took p la c e  before  the 
C rim ina l  Chamber of th e  Court of Appeal before which a p p e a r e d  81 
p eop le ,  most of whom were between the ag es  of 14 a n d  22 o r  23 y e a r s ,  
a s  well as  Me Abderhm ane Benham eur,  p re s id e n t  of the  R aba t  Bar 
A ssoc ia t ion ,  former p r e s id e n t  of th e  N a t ion a l  Associa tion  of Moroccan 
L aw y ers ,  p r e s id e n t  of the  R ab a t  Associa t ion  for Human R ights  a n d  an 
a c t iv e  member of th e  U .S .F .P .

My c o l le a g u e s ,  Kleniec, Z a v r i a n  an d  W ittenberg ,  a n d  I were 
e a s i ly  ab le  to en te r  th e  Law C ourts  even thou gh  e n t ry  w as  c o n tro l led  
by  m i l i t a r y  p e rso n n e l  who v io le n t ly  drove b a c k  u n a u th o r i s e d  p e rso n s .  
We were f i r s t  rec e iv ed  by th e  p r e s id in g  ju d g e  of the  C rim ina l  Chamber 
of t h e  Court of Appeal  of R a b a t ,  Mr Z o ub ir i ,  who, a f t e r  v e r i f y in g  our 
r e s p e c t iv e  m a n d a te s ,  to ld  us t h a t  we could a t t e n d  the  t r i a l  as  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O b se rv e rs .  This  h a p p e n e d  a t  10.30 a .m .  After  t h i s ,  we 
were rece iv ed  by  th e  h i e r a c h i c a l  s u p e r io r  of th e  p r e s id e n t ,  the F i r s t  
P re s id e n t  of the  co u r t ,  Mr D r is s i  K aiton i ,  who, a f te r  an  i n i t i a l  s ign  of 
i l l -h u m o u r  an d  a f t e r  a c a re fu l  v e r i f i c a t io n  of o u r  i d e n t i t i e s  an d  
m a n d a te s  welcomed us  an d  a d d e d :  " I f  th e re  a r e  an y  new developm ents ,
we w i l l  le t  you kno w ."  We a l l  s u b s e q u e n t ly  th o u g h t  t h a t  the  rem a rk  of 
the F i r s t  P re s id e n t  was not wholly unconnected  with  the d e c is ion  to 
ex p e l  us from Moroccan so il  wh ich  s t ru c k  us  the  n e x t  m orn ing .

1 shou ld  l ik e  to note in  p a s s in g  t h a t  1 a s k e d  ju d g e  Z oub ir i  i f  1
shou ld  w ear  my gown d u r in g  th e  p ro c e e d in g s .  He to ld  me th a t  th is
was not n e c e s s a ry  a n d  th a t  I would moreover h ave  a good s e a t  in  the 
co u r t  which  would e n a b le  me to ta k e  a l l  the notes w a n te d .  Since the 
p ro ce ed in g s  were d e la y e d  ( they  on ly  b e g an  a t  11.30 a . m . ) ,  we h a d  the 
o p p o r tu n i ty  to  t a l k  for s e v e r a l  minutes w ith  the  P re s id e n t  of the  R aba t  
B ar ,  Mr S ed d iq u i .  We were a lso  ab le  to see the c h a rg e s  a n d  the
l e g i s l a t i v e  te x t s  t h a t  could  e v e n tu a l ly  be c i ted  to su p p o rt  them. I 
shou ld  p o in t  out t h a t  a l l  the  d e fe n d an ts  were a l l e g e d  to h a v e  been
c a u g h t  in  the ac t  (en f l a g r a n t  d e l i t ) w ith  r e g a r d  to the crimes c h a rg e d
a g a i n s t  them . S p e c i f ic a l ly ,  those  c h a rg e d  were ac cu sed  of h a v in g  
committed one or  o th e r  or  s e v e ra l  of the  following crim es:
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(1) p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  a r so n ;

(2) p la c in g  o b s t ru c t io n s  on the  p u b l ic  h ig h w ay ;

(3) Damaging p u b l ic  p ro p e r ty ;

(4) Misuse of p u b l ic  p ro p e r ty ;

(5) Unlawful arm ed assem bly  and  arm ed in c i tem en ts ;

(6) p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  u n la w fu l  assem blie s  w ithout notice;

(7) p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  d i s tu r b a n c e s  to  peace  (o rd re  p u b l i c ).

The a r t i c l e s  upon which  th e se  ch a rg e s  were b a sed  were Art ic les  
590, 591, 594, 596 of th e  Moroccan Pen a l  Code. The c h a r g e s  were also  
made in  ac co rd a n ce  w ith  the  d a h i r s  (dec rees)  of 29 June  1935 a n d  15 
November 1958.

I must em phas ise  t h a t  a l l  the  d e fe n d a n ts  were t r i e d  to g e th e r  ( i t  
w as a  co llec t ive  t r i a l )  a n d  th a t  the  p roceed in g s  co n s is ted  of ch a rg e s  
b a se d  on police  s ta te m e n ts .  In  no ca se  w as the re  a n  e n q u i r y  before 
an  i n v e s t ig a t in g  m a g is t r a te  (ju g e  d ' i n s t r u c t i o n ) .

300 people were crowded in to  a  room which was 10 x  20 m etres.  
The 82 d e fe n d a n ts ,  ab o u t  50 police  off icers  ( s e v e r a l  of whom were in  
p l a i n  c lo th e s ) ,  ab o u t  20 w itn esse s  for th e  p ro secu t io n ,  ab o u t  50 
r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  (sc reened)  of th e  fam il ie s  of d e fen d an ts  an d  ab o u t  120 
la w y e r s ,  in f a c t ,  a lm ost  a l l  the  members of the  b a r ,  were th e re  to
defend th e i r  p r e s id e n t .  Also a t t e n d in g  were members of ev e ry  r e g io n a l  
b a r  in  Morocco to h e a r  the  p re s id in g  ju d g e  say  of t h e i r  p rosecu ted  
p r e s id e n t  t h a t  "he could only  count  up f r i e n d s " .

The police were r e l a t i v e l y  r e la x e d ,  a n d  law y ers  a n d  d e fen d an ts  
cou ld  co nverse  f re e ly .  Thus Mr Kleniec a n d  I were a b le  to  t a l k  qu i te  
f re e ly  w ith  some of them. Mr Kleniec was ab le  to h a v e  a  long
c o n v e rsa t io n  w ith  the  p r e s id e n t  of the  b a r ,  Benhameur, who desc r ib ed
to him the  co ndit ions  u n d e r  which he h a d  been ke p t  in  custody  ( in  a
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to i l e t ) ;  those u n d e r  which he h a d  been in te r ro g a te d  (b l in d fo ld ed ) ;  
those u n d e r  wh ich  he was c ro ss -e x am in ed ,  an d  the f a c t  t h a t  h is
sta tem ent in d e ed  bore  a n  a p o c ry p h a l  s ig n a tu r e ,  b e in g  forged  an d  not 
w r i t ten  by him.

At the open ing  of th e  h e a r in g ,  the  p r e s id e n t  of the  R ab a t  Bar,  Mr 
Seddequ i,  b ro u g h t  to the  a t t e n t io n  of the  co u r t  the p resen ce  of i n t e r n a ­
t io n a l  o b s e rv e rs  a n d  g a v e  our names an d  m a n d a te s .  He ask ed  the 
co u r t  to accep t  us  which  was done. The co u r t ,  composed of the
P re s id en t  an d  f ive  a s s e s s o r s ,  indeed  e x p re s s ly  au th o r ise d  our  p resence  
an d  pe rm it ted  us to ta k e  a l l  the notes we w an ted .

A lthough th e  l a n g u a g e  of the  p roceed in g s  an d  h e a r in g  w as A rab ic ,  
I w as  a s s i s t e d  a t  a l l  times with  the  k in d  he lp  of R aba t  co l leag u es  by 
an  ex ce l len t  t r a n s l a t i o n  of the  p ro c e e d in g s .  These rev o lv ed  a ro u n d
p r e l im i n a r y  q u es t io n s  d u r in g  the whole d a y ;  the  f i r s t  b e in g  a r e q u e s t  
for  th e  ex am ina t ion  of w itn esse s  by  the  defence.  The second concerned
the i n v a l id i ty  of s ta tem en ts  due to no n -o b se rv an ce  of the p ro p e r  l im its
of the  p e r io d  of police  cu s to d y .  P e rso n a l ly ,  I was shocked t h a t  the
co u r t  re fu se d ,  a f t e r  d e l ib e r a t in g  on the  speeches for the defence ,  to 
a llow the  defence  to p r e s e n t  any  ^witnesses becau se  they  h a d  not been 
c i ted  w i th in  the  time l im it ;  a n d  ye t  the co u rt  pe rm it ted  the s ta te  
p ro sec u to r ,  Ahmed Bedje l loul ,  to p r e s e n t  w itn esse s  for the b e n e f i t  of the  
p ro se cu t io n  who h a d  no t  been  c i ted  an d  an nounced  d u r in g  the  time l im it .

As to the q uest io n  of the  in v a l i d i t y  of the  s ta tem e n ts ,  i t  h a d  not 
been concluded  by th e  end of th e  f i r s t  d ay  of th e  h e a r i n g s .  The
defence a l l e g e d  t h a t  th e re  h a d  been a l e g a l  i r r e g u l a r i t y  w ith  r e g a r d  to 
po lice  s ta tem e n ts ,  t h a t  the  time limit fo r  police  custody  s t a t e d  in the 
p e n a l  code h a d  been  exceeded in  most c a se s :  a  s ta te  of a f f a i r s  which
led  to im proper  de ten t ion  an d  the n u l l i t y  of a l l  su b seq u e n t  p ro c e ed in g s .

The defence a lso  p le a d e d  th a t  a  r e q u e s t  for p ro lo n g a t io n  canno t  be 
made a f t e r  the  time l im it  fo r  de ten t ion  h a s  ex p ire d  a n d  th a t  each  ca se  
must be t r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y  a n d  not co l le c t iv e ly .  The defence went so
f a r  a s  to s a y  t h a t  the  w r i t e r s  of the  police s ta tem en ts  upon which the 
c h a r g e s  were b a sed  sough t to f a b r i c a t e  a f i le  to get the  d e fe n d a n ts  
s en ten ced  for  reaso n s  o th e r  th a n  those p u t  fo rw a rd  in  th e  s ta tem en ts .
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The l a s t  f a c t  to which a t te n t io n  must be d raw n  is  t h a t  fo r  most 
of the  d e fe n d an ts  th is  was a  f i r s t  time a r r e s t  and  more t h a t  h a l f  of 
them were y ou ths  of 14-17 y e a r s  of age  who a l l  resem bled each  o th e r ,  
w h ich ,  in  the con tex t  of th e  t r i a l ,  made i t  d i f f ic u l t  to id e n t i fy  them 
i n d i v i d u a l l y  a n d  to l in k  them w ith  the  crimes of which they  h a d  been 
ac cu sed .

I now wish  to inform the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Commission of J u r i s t s  of 
my deep concern  ab ou t  two v io la t io n s  of i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t s  which I was 
a b le  to o bserve  d u r in g  th i s  m iss ion .  ^

The f i r s t  v io la t io n  concerns  the g roup  t r i a l s  or co l lec t ive  t r i a l .  
These t r i a l s  were no dou b t i n s p i r e d  by a  d i re c t iv e  for  s e v e r i ty  an d  
sp eed .  They were p u t  to g e th e r  h u r r i e d ly  an d  proceeded on the b a s i s  of 
police  s ta tem en ts  w h ich ,  a s  I ha v e  a l r e a d y  s t a t e d ,  do not ab id e  by  the  
Moroccan c r im in a l  p ro ce d u re  code. These s ta tem en ts  a r e  not d a t e d ,  do
not c o n ta in  the d a te  of a r r e s t ;  the s ig n a tu re s  a r e  often  fo rg ed  or
e x t r a c te d  by force an d  do not in d ic a te  how the  d e ten tion  h a s  been 
p ro lo n g ed  or  th e  l e n g th  of th e  police  cu s to d y .  The maximum p e r io d  for 
de ten t io n  is  144 hou rs  b u t  in  most ca se s  i t  was exceeded. P e r s o n a l ly  I 
co n s id e r  t h a t  the  defence was co rrec t  in c la im ing  t h a t  the p e r io d  of
d e ten t io n  is  a  b a s i c  a n d  fu nd a m en ta l  p ro c e d u re  u n d e r  the  Moroccan 
Code of P en a l  P ro ce du re .  When th is  lim it  is  not ab id ed  b y ,  i t  means
t h a t  the d e ta in e d  pe rson  is  kep t  in  a  police s ta t io n  incomunicado
w ithou t  access  to  a  la w y e r  or  members of h i s  fam ily  who, in  any  ca se ,  
do  not know where he i s .  In  th is  co n tex t ,  i t  is  u n d e r s t a n d a b le  th a t  
ju s t i c e  ca n  e a s i ly  become a fa rce  an d  t h a t  i t s  a d m in is t ra t io n  r e s t s  on 
documents  e l a b o ra te d  in  d o u b tfu l  c i rc u m sta n c e s .

F ur the rm ore ,  I m a in ta in  th a t  a  d e fe n d an t ,  who sees the co urt
spend  one m inute  of i t s  time on him before re ce iv in g  a  sen tence  which 
may be fo r  up to 20 y e a r s  im prisonm ent,  c a n  with ju s t i f i c a t io n  complain
t h a t  he d id  not rece ive  a  j u s t  and  f a i r  t r i a l  when the co u r t  is  f i l led

(1) Morocco h a s  r a t i f i e d  the  I n t e r n a t io n a l  Covenant on C iv il  and 
P o l i t i c a l  R ig h ts .  I t  should  re sp ec t  i t s  A rticles  14 an d  15 d e a l in g  
w ith  the r ig h t s  to a  f a i r  t r i a l .
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to c a p a c i ty ,  hemmed in  w ith  p o lice ,  while  the Law Courts them selves 
a r e  su r ro u n d ed  by  s o ld ie r s .  P e r s o n a l ly ,  I do not be l ieve  th a t  ju s t i c e
can  t r u ly  e x i s t  u n d e r  such  co n d i t io n s .

The second v io la t io n  which I must condemn concerns  the  r e fu s a l  of 
the court  to pe rm it  the  defence to p re s e n t  i t s  w i tn esse s .  Doubtless ,  
due to our p re se n c e ,  the  p r e s id in g  ju d g e  w an ted  to m a in ta in  a p p e a r ­
an ces  of l e g a l i t y .  Also he p u b l ic ly  m an ifes ted  h is  concern  t h a t  a l l  82 
p e rsons  a r r a i g n e d  before him should  h a ve  la w y ers  to en su re  th e i r  
defence.  But when the  co u r t  re fu se s  the  defence i t s  fu n d a m e n ta l  r i g h t  
to p re s e n t  w i tn e s se s ,  one c a n  le g i t im a te ly  b e l iev e  t h a t  ju s t i c e  only
a p p e a r s  to e x i s t .

A t h i r d  m a t te r  on which I am u n a b le  to offer a n y  o p in ion  myself 
concerns  the j u d i c i a r y .  Many pe rso n s  with  whom I spoke , a n d  in 
p a r t i c u l a r  more t h a n  a  dozen Moroccan ad v o c a te s ,  a s s u r e d  me t h a t  the
accused  would not en joy  th e  r i g h t  to be t r i e d  by an  in d e p en d en t  c o u r t .  
The j u d i c i a r y ,  i t  was s a id ,  is  s u b o rd in a te  to the ex ecu t iv e  a u th o r i t i e s .

All my in fo rm an ts  were unanim ous  in  s a y in g  t h a t  the  P re s id en t  of the 
Court would rece ive  in s t ru c t io n s  from the  M in is try  of Ju s t ice  an d  t h a t  
ev e ry th in g  was dec ided  in  ad v a n c e .

I must a lso  inform the  I n t e r n a t io n a l  Commission of J u r i s t s  of my 
g r e a t  concern r e g a r d i n g  o th e r  a sp e c ts  of th e  t r i a l  which  I w as  ab le  to 
o b serve .  My f i r s t  p reo ccu p a t io n  a r i s e s  from the ag es  of the a c c u sed .  I 
s a id  above t h a t  more th a n  h a l f  of them were between 14 a n d  17 y e a r s
o ld .  They were p r a c t i c a l l y  c h i ld re n  an d  almost a l l  of them resem bled
each o th e r .  I do not know how th e  police could proceed to make v a l id
id e n t i f i c a t io n s  a n d  l in k  the  accused  to the  crimes of which  they  were 
c h a r g e d .

My second p reo c cu p a t io n  a r i s e s  from the  use of the  police  an d
ju d i c i a l  m ach ine ry  fu n d a m e n ta l ly  to r e p re s s  opposit ion  movements. I 
became convinced  a f t e r  my o b se rv a t io n s  an d  the  ev idence  I rec e iv ed  
t h a t  ch a rg e s  were often unfounded  or f a l s e  an d  t h a t  the  accu se d  were 
b e ing  c h a rg e d  on the  b a s i s  of t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  o r ie n ta t io n .  Another 
source of concern is  the  use a g a i n s t  most of the  accu sed  who were
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members of the  C .D.T. an d  the  U .S .F .P .  of th e  d a h i r  (decree)  of 29 
June 1935 which was d i s i n t e r r e d  for th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i tu a t io n  a n d  which 
is  the  most r e p r e s s iv e  law  a p p l ie d  by the  F rench P ro te c to ra te  in  
Morocco. This law pe rm its  the c r im in a l i s a t io n  of alm ost a l l  hum an 
conduct  and  is  i t s e l f  a  d e n ia l  of an y  id e a  of r i g h t s .

IV. OTHER REASONS FOR CONCERN

I should  a lso  l ik e  to d raw  the  a t t e n t io n  of th e  I n t e r n a t io n a l
Commission of J u r i s t s  to some d i s tu r b in g  f a c t s  of which I h a v e  p rec ise  
p ieces  of ev idence  which t a l l y  a n d  which co n s t i tu te  a  v e ry  leg i t im a te  
b a s i s  for concern  ab o u t  the  hum an r i g h t s  s i tu a t io n  p r e v a i l i n g  in  
Morocco. The f i r s t  f a c t  which  1 ough t to r e p o r t  to the  Commission is 
t h a t  the  governm ent se ized an d  co n f isca ted  a l l  the bod ies  of r io te r s
k i l l e d  d u r in g  the  e v e n ts .  When I was ex pe l led  from Morocco, the 
governm en t was s t i l l  r e fu s in g  to r e tu r n  the bodies of vic tim s to  th e i r  
r e s p e c t iv e  fa m il ie s .  This b e h a v io u r  a p p e a r s  to me to be to ta l ly  
r e p r e h e n s ib l e .  I t  seems to me e q u a l ly  r e p re h e n s ib le  t h a t  i n ju re d  
people  were a r r e s t e d  by  th e  po lice  an d  t h a t  th e i r  fam il ie s  were 
fo rb id d e n  to see them: they  were t r a n s p o r t e d  to h o s p i ta l s  an d  p r i s o n s .

We h a v e  ev idence  to the  effect t h a t  in  one ca se  35 ( t h i r t y  five) 
in ju r e d  pe rson s  were p a ck e d  one on top of th e  o the r  in  a  c ram ped  ce ll
( 2 x 3  m eters)  a n d  t h a t  32 d ied  of su f fo ca t ion .  We a lso  ha v e  specif ic
ev idence  from C a s a b la n c a  t h a t ,  before our a r r i v a l  in  Morocco, th e re  
w as a co urt  s i t t i n g  a t  which in ju r e d  persons  a p p e a re d  on s t re tc h e rs
a n d  d u r in g  which th r e e  of them d ie d .  A t h i r d  d i s t r e s s in g  fa c t  i s  the  
ex is ten ce  of t o r tu r e .  We h a v e  r e l i a b l e  ev idence  t h a t  d e ta in e e s  in  R abat  
an d  C a s a b la n c a  in  p a r t i c u l a r  were to r tu re d  an d  the  forms of to r tu re  
now th o u g h t  up an d  a p p l ie d  en ab le  the police  to make d e ta in e e s  say
a n y th in g  they  w a n t  them to s a y .  The f o u r th  fa c t  t h a t  I must repor t  
invo lves  c h i ld re n  who h a v e  been  k i l l e d  by  th e  police.  I t  was repor te d  
to us in  Morocco t h a t  a l i t t l e  g i r l  of 5 y e a r s  h ad  been h i t  in  the 
th r o a t  by  a  b u l le t  an d  d ie d ,  an d  th a t  numerous o th e r  c h i ld re n  h a d
been k i l l e d  by the  po lice .  In  th i s  r e g a r d ,  1 be l ieve  th a t  the
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I n t e r n a t io n a l  Commission of J u r i s t s  should  jo in  w ith  the I n t e r n a t io n a l  
F ed era t io n  for Human R ights  in  dem and ing  the  form ation of an  i n t e r n a ­
t io n a l  commission of e n q u i r y  with the  aim of a s c e r t a in in g  w h ether  or
not th e re  was a  m assa c re  of c h i ld re n  d u r in g  the  ev en ts .

F in a l ly  I sh o u ld  l ik e  to e x p re ss  my concern  ab ou t  o th e r  s i tu a t io n s  
r e p o r te d  by Moroccan w itn es se s :

(1) The C a s a b la n c a  c r im in a l  co u r t  be in g  i r r e g u l a r l y  co n s t i tu te d :
m a g i s t r a t e s  w ithout  t r a i n i n g  for c r im in a l  t r i a l s  were a p p o in te d  as  
a s s e s so r s  a t  the  c r im in a l  co u r t .  This was in  v io la t io n  of 
Moroccan law  w hich  p ro v id e s  t h a t  i t  i s  the  g e n e r a l  assem bly of 
the co u r t  t h a t  e lec ts  a s s e s s o r s .

(2) The ab sen ce  of la w y e rs  for the  m a jo r i ty  of the  C a s a b la n c a  de fe nd­
a n t s .  I t  was a lso  re p o r te d  to us t h a t  la w y ers  who re p re s e n t
d e fe n d a n ts  a r e  g e n e r a l ly  ap p o in te d  by th e  co urt  an d  do not h a v e  
time to  p r e p a r e  th e i r  c a se ,  s ince v e ry  often the  t r i a l  ta k e s  p la ce  
th e  d a y  a f t e r  t h e  t e rm in a t io n  of po lice  custody  (g a r d e  a  v u e ) 
d u r in g  which th e  d e ta in ee s  can n e i th e r  communicate with  th e i r
l aw y e rs  n o r  fa m i l ie s .

(3) The t h r e a t s  of r e p r i s a l s  a g a i n s t  fam il ie s  w ith  d ead  or  wounded
members if  th e y  d a re d  to t a l k .

(4) P a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t  co nd i t ions  of de ten t io n .  A d e ta in e e  w ith
whom I h a d  a c o n v e rsa t io n  rep o r te d  to  me t h a t  in  R aba t  160
people were d e ta in e d  in  a room 6 x 9  metres.

V. ARREST AND DEPORTATION

I t  does no t  a p p e a r  to me n e c e s s a ry  to  recount  in  d e t a i l  the way 
in  wh ich  we were a r r e s t e d  a n d  ex pe l led  from Morocco. I s a y  t h a t  we 
were a r r e s t e d  from the  moment t h a t  the N ational  S ecur i ty  Police en te red
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my room on the morning of 14 July 1981 a t  7.40 a .m .  to the  moment of 
our b o a rd in g  the  p la n e ,  because  we were g u a rd e d  by  a  co n t in g en t  of 
policemen who were n e v e r  les s  th a n  f ive  in  num ber.  When I t r i e d  to 
go ou ts ide  the h o te l ,  I w as  im m ediate ly  jo ine d  by a  policem an who took 
me b a ck  in s id e .  In  sh o r t ,  the police s ta y e d  a rou n d  us a l l  the  time 
w a tch in g  a l l  our  movements a n d  not even a l lowing us to go to  the
to i le t  w ith ou t  a  po lice  e sc o r t .  When we told them we h a d  been 
a r r e s t e d ,  the h e ad  of the  police detachm ent told us  t h a t  such  was not 
the  ca se  a s  we h a d  not been h a n d c u ffed .

I r e p o r t  v e ry  b r ie f ly  to  the I n t e r n a t io n a l  Commission of J u r i s t s  
the  sequence of the  ex p u ls io n .

(1) The Police fo r  the I n t e r io r  a p p e a r  in  my room a t  7 .40 a .m .  and
p o l i t e ly  r e q u e s te d  me to leave  Moroccan t e r r i t o r y  im m edia te ly  by 
the  f i r s t  p l a n e  bound for  P a r i s .  This p la n e  took off a t  9 a .m .

(2) While the police  were out of my room a n d  before p a c k in g ,  I took
a d v a n ta g e  of a  few m inutes a t  my d isp o sa l  to examine my f i les  in 
o r d e r  to de s t ro y  documents t h a t  could in c r im ina te  my Moroccan
in fo rm an ts .

(3) F ru i t l e s s  a t tem pt to  ge t  in  touch with  my a m b assad o r .

(4) Conveyance to the a i r p o r t  by  po lice  e sco r t .

(5) Forced p u rc h a s e  of a  t ick e t  for P a r i s .

(6) Search  an d  se izu re  of documents. 1 shou ld  l ike  to em phas ise  th a t
no in c r im in a t in g  documents were se ized .  the only documents kept 
by th e  police were p u b l ic  documents p u b l i sh e d  by Amnesty I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l  and  Moroccan opposi t ion  p a r t i e s .

(7) At the a i r p o r t  I em phas ised  t h a t  1 h a d  not been ab le  to meet
governm ent a u th o r i t i e s  in  o rd e r  to h e a r  th e i r  ve rs io n  of the  inc i­
d e n t s .  I a sk e d  the  o ff icer  in c h a rg e  of the police escort  to te l l  
the  governm ent a u th o r i t i e s  th a t  we h a d  in tended  to co n tac t  the
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T
head s  of th e  m in is t r i e s  of Ju s t ic e ,  the I n te r io r  a n d  Health  on 14
Ju ly .

(8) D e p ar tu re  for  P a r i s .

At the a i r p o r t  I s t ro n g ly  in s i s t e d  to the g roup  of pol ice  t h a t  I be 
g iv e n ,  before  my d e p a r t u r e ,  my l a w y e r ' s  gown which h a d  been le f t  in  
the  office of th e  p r e s id e n t  of the  Bar in  the R aba t  Law C ourts .  The 
re sp o n se  was t h a t  th i s  was out of the q ue st ion  an d  t h a t  the police 
would see to i t  t h a t  I got i t .  At the  time of w r i t in g  th i s  r e p o r t  I 
h a v e  s t i l l  not r e ce iv ed  my gown. Upon my a r r i v a l  in  P a r i s ,  I 
im m edia te ly  co n tac te d  the  C a n a d ia n  a m b a s sa d o r ,  Mr G e ra rd  P e l le t i e r ,  
who was p a r t i c u l a r l y  g enerous  in  the he lp  he g a v e  me. I shou ld  l ike  
to em phas ise  in  th i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  Mr P e l le t i e r  showed h im self  to be a 
de fender  of hum an r i g h t s .

On the same d a y  I a l so  co n tac ted  the  I n t e r n a t io n a l  Commission of 
J u r i s t s  in  Geneva a n d  rece iv ed  i ts  a u th o r i s a t io n  to communicate w ith  
th e  p re s s  a n d  to ho ld  a  p re s s  conference in  P a r i s  on T h u r s d a y ,  16 Ju ly .

T ogether w ith  Me Z a v r ia n  of P a r i s  I made a r r a n g e m e n ts  for 
com m unications w ith  the  p re s s  which were e s s e n t ia l  u n d e r  the  circum­
s ta n c e s .  On T h u r s d a y ,  a  p r e s s  conference was h e ld .  The following 
d a y ,  I se n t  to the  Commission a  copy of the  s ta tem en ts  which I h a d  
made to the p r e s s .

I sh o u ld  s a y  in  p a s s in g  t h a t  I r e a l i s e d  d u r in g  a n d  a f t e r  my mis­
sion t h a t  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Commission of J u r i s t s  en joys a v e ry  so l id  
c r e d i b i l i t y  an d  r e p u ta t io n .  I t  goes w ithout  s a y in g  t h a t  i t  was a 
source  of g r e a t  as to n ish m en t  to  me t h a t  a r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  of the  
Commission was d e p o r ted  from Morocco.
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CONCLUSION

I conclude th i s  r e p o r t  w ith  much sa d n e ss  over  the b a d  s t a t e  of
h e a l th  of democracy in  Morocco. This co un try  in  my view h a s  ju s t
made a  so m ersau l t  an d  is  u n f o r tu n a te ly  h e a d in g  on the  ro a d  to
r e p r e s s io n .  I t  w i l l  be n e c e s s a ry  to follow the  i n t e r n a l  ev o lu t ion  of the 
c o u n t ry ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  c i rcu m stan ce s  of p o l i c i a l  p r i s o n e r s .

I t  is  obv io u s ly  for the I n t e r n a t io n a l  Commission of J u r i s t s  to tak e  
an y  n e c e s s a ry  s teps  w ith  a  view to im proving the s i tu a t io n  in  Morocco. 
As th in g s  now s t a n d ,  the  s t a n d a r d s  for the  a d m in i s t ra t io n  of ju s t ic e  
le a v e  much to be d e s i r e d ,  th e re  a r e  numerous v io la t io n s  of the  r ig h t s  
of the  i n d iv id u a l ;  democracy is  r e p re s s e d ;  the ru le  of law  h a s  been 
u n d e r  a t t a c k ;  a n d  p ro ce ed in g s  before  the  C rim ina l  Court of Morocco
a r e  not c a p a b le  of  e n s u r in g  r e sp e c t  fo r  the r ig h t s  g u a ra n te e d  u n d e r  the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Covenant on C iv il  and  P o l i t ic a l  R ights .

*******
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S U P P L E M E N T

by

The I n t e r n a t io n a l  Commission of J u r i s t s

Subsequent  to Mr T re m b la y 's  m iss ion,  on 30 Ju ly  1981, Maitre 
A b derrahm ane  Benameur was found g u i l t y  of i n c i t in g  s t r i k e s  and  
d i s tu r b in g  th e  peace  ( in c i t a t io n  a  l a  g reve  et  t ro u b le s  a l ' o r d r e  
p u b l i c ) an d  g iv en  a  th ree  y e a r  susp en d ed  sentence by the  C rim inal  
Chamber of the  Court of Appeal (Chambre Crim inelle  de l a  Cour 
d '  a p p e l ) of R ab a t .  Of th e  rem a in ing  81 t r i e d  to g e th e r  w ith  Me 
A b d errah m an e ,  21 ac t iv e  members of th e  U .S .F .P .  a n d  the  C .D .T . were 
s en ten ced  to  18 months im prisonm ent an d  26 o th e rs  to 4 months 
im prisonm ent.  13 o th e rs  were g iv e n  6 months suspended  sen ten ces  an d  
21 were a c q u i t t e d .

Mr M ignard ,  a F rench  law y er ,  h a d  s ta te d  in  "Le Monde” of 11 
Ju ly  1981 upon h i s  r e t u r n  from a f a c t - f in d in g  mission in  Morocco t h a t  6 
to 8 th o u sa n d  a r r e s t s  h ave  ta k e n  p lace  in  C a s a b la n c a  a lo ne .  This 
f i g u re  w as  d e n ied  by  th e  M inis ter  of Ju s t ic e ,  who in s i s t e d  on the  f ig u re  
of 2,000 w h ich ha d  been quo ted  on two occasions  by King H assan  I I .

The M in is ter  s t a te d  t h a t  the num bers do not exceed 2,000 of which  930 
h a v e  b een  f reed  due to  l a c k  of ev idence  a g a i n s t  them.

The t r i a l  of 82 ob se rv e d  by Mr Trem blay follows the  p a t t e r n  of 
t r i a l s  t h a t  h a v e  ta k e n  p la c e  th ro u g h ou t  Morocco a f te r  the ev en ts  of 20 
June .  A p ar t  from the  c a p i t a l ,  R ab a t ,  t r i a l s  h a v e  been completed in 
A g ad i r ,  Beni M ella l ,  C a s a b la n c a ,  El Hoceima, Fes ,  Kelaa S e rag h n a ,  
K e n i t ra ,  L a rac h e ,  Meknes, O u jda ,  Ouazzane, Safi ,  Sale , Sefrou, T anger  
an d  T az a .  Sentences r e l a t i n g  to some 160 pe rso n s  which r a n g e  from 1 
month to  1 1/2 an d  2 1/2 y e a r s ,  accom panied sometimes by  he av y  fines 
a n d  ex ile  ou ts ide  th e i r  p ro v in c es ,  h ave  been p a s s e d .  S everal  t r i a l s  
a r e  s t i l l  in  p r o g r e s s .
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In C a s a b la n c a ,  two s e p a r a te  g ro up s  of pe rsons  were b ro u g h t  
before the co u r ts  on 11 Ju ly  1981. In  one t r i a l ,  Mr K a rchaou i ,  the
e d i to r - in - c h ie f  of th e  s o c i a l i s t  d a i l y  n e w sp ap e r  A1 M o h a r r i r , which h a s
been b a n n e d ,  Mr Karam, member of th e  c e n t r a l  committee a n d  p r o v in c ia l
s e c r e t a r y  for  the  U .S .F .P .  b r a n c h  in  C a s a b la n c a ,  Mr Amaoui, S e c re ta ry -
G enera l  of C .D .T . ,  a n d  Messrs  D am ran i ,  Lehzaoul  and  C henaf,  members 
of th e  E xecutive  Office of C .D .T . ,  faced  s im i la r  c h a r g e s  as  the 81 in
R a b a t .  D u ring  th e  t r i a l ,  th e  defence c h a l l e n g e d  the p e r io d  of police 
cu s to d y  ( g a rd e  a  v u e ) as  i l l e g a l  fo r  ex ceed ing  the  lim it  of four d a y s
s t i p u l a t e d  by  the  Moroccan P en a l  Code. However, in  o rd e r  to p re -em pt
th i s  ob jec t io n ,  the  d a te  of th e  a r r e s t s  h a d  been r e co rd ed  as  7 Ju ly  1981 
a l th o u g h  th e  a r r e s t s  h a d  in  fac t  t a k e n  p la c e  on 20 a n d  21 June .  A 
s u p p le m e n ta ry  i n v e s t ig a t io n  h a s  been  o rd e re d  by the  co u r t .  This h a s
r e s u l t e d  in  a  d e la y  in  the t r i a l .

Among th e  g ro up  t r i e d  in  the second t r i a l  in  C a s a b la n c a  on 11 
Ju ly  w a s  Mr M o u s ta g h a f i r , S e c re ta ry -G en e ra l  of th e  N a t io n a l  Union of
Small Shopkeepers  (S yn d ica t  N a t io n a l  des P e t i ts  Com m ercants) a n d  
member of th e  r e g io n a l  s e c r e t a r i a t  of U .S .F .P . ,  who was c o n s id e red  by 
the  a u th o r i t i e s  to be re s p o n s ib le  for  the  r e f u s a l  of sh opk eepers  in  
C a s a b la n c a  an d  R aba t  to open on 20 Ju n e .  On 18 Ju ly ,  th e y  were 
g iv en  s ix  months su sp en d e d  sen ten ces  to g e th e r  w ith  a f ine  of 700 
d i r h a m s .  Other U .S .F .P .  a c t i v i s t ,  am ongst them Mr Amini, the  o r g a ­
n i s e r  of th e  S o c ia l i s t  Youth (La jeu nesse  S o c ia l i s t e ) for  C a s a b la n c e ,  
were sen tenced  to terms of im prisonm ent r a n g in g  from 2 to 3 months.

In  Meknes, Mr El J a h r i ,  S e c re ta ry  of th e  U .S .F .P .  in  Meknes an d
11 o th e rs  were sen ten ced  to 18 months of im prisonm ent.  On a p p e a l  
a g a i n s t  the sen tences  to  the  Court of Appeal in  Meknes, th e i r  sen tences  
were in c re a s e d  to a  p e r io d  of 2 y e a r s  for  some a p p e l l a n t s  an d  3 y e a r s  
fo r  Mr El J a h r i  an d  4 o th e rs .

In  A g a d ir ,  the  b a to n n ie r  de l ' o r d r e  des av o ca ts  ( P re s id e n t  of the  
Bar A sso c ia t io n ) ,  Mr Taieb  S ass i ,  and  member of the  a d m in i s t ra t iv e  
committee of U . S . F .P . ,  w as  a r r e s t e d  on 11 J u ly .  He w as  c h a rg e d  w ith  
d i s t u r b i n g  th e  p eace  ( tro u b le  a l ' o r d r e  p u b l i c ) , d i s t r i b u t io n  of le a f le t s  
a n d  c a l l in g  fo r  a  s t r i k e .  His defence law yers  a l le g e d  th a t  he was 
s u b jec ted  to  t o r t u r e .  He was g iv e n  a four  months su sp en d ed  sentence
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on 28 Ju ly  1981. This r e l a t iv e ly  l i g h t  sentence h a s  been co n t ra s te d  
w ith  t h a t  of Mr Ahmed Ben S a la h ,  o r g a n i s e r  of the  C .D.T. in  T an g e r .
He h a d  been  co nv ic ted  of th e  same offences as  Mr S a s s i  b u t  was 
sen ten ced  to two y e a r s  im prisonment on 24 J u ly .  This  a p p a r e n t  
d is c r im in a t io n  in  sen ten c ing  was e x p la in e d  by many as  due to the 
fu ro re  r a i s e d  a t  the  a r r e s t  of Mr S ass i  h a v in g  r e s u l t e d  in  a  l i g h te r  
sen ten ce .

I t  may be no ted  t h a t  in  i t s  a n n u a l  rep o r t  of 1980, Amnesty
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  h a d  shown concern  over the " a r r e s t s  an d  t r i a l s  of t r a d e
u n io n is t s  an d  o th e r  people w ork ing  in  h e a l th  an d  ed u ca t io n  in  the
a f te rm a th  of th e  w id e s p re a d  s t r ik e s  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  ac t ions"  which
o c cu r red  th ro u g h o u t  1979 ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  the f i r s t  p a r t  of the  y e a r  and
in  November) a s  well  a s  in  J a n u a ry  and  F e b ru a ry  1980 an d  a g a i n  in
A pri l  1980 on the a n n i v e r s a r y  of th e  1979 ac t io n s .  There were also
r e p o r t s  of w id esp re ad  a r r e s t s  in  December 1979 of Muslim a c t i v i s t s ,  sa id
to be s tu d e n ts ,  sh o pk eepe rs ,  c iv i l  s e r v a n t s  an d  po l ice .  Unoffic ial
es t im a tes  p u t  the num ber  of de ten t ion s  a t  up  to 4,000; most d e ta in ee s

(2 )were r e p o r te d  to h a v e  been r e le a se d  a f te r  a b r i e f  pe r io d .

D uring  1980 th e re  were s ig n s  of r e l a x a t io n  by  the  a u th o r i t i e s .  In  
Ju ly  a n d  August 1980, an  es t im ated  num ber of 91 p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s
were r e le a s e d  as  a  r e s u l t  of ro y a l  clemency m easu res .  The m a jo r i ty  of 
th e se  were U .S .F .P .  members who h a d  rece iv ed  p r iso n  sen ten ces  for 
a l l e g e d  a n t i - s t a t e  a c t iv i t i e s  between 1973 a n d  1977. To secure  these  
r e l e a s e s ,  t r a d e  un ions  a n d  the main s tu d e n t s '  union  h a d  o rg a n i s e d  a 
s e r ie s  of s t r i k e s  an d  boycotts  of l e c tu re s  in  e a r ly  1980 in  s u p p o r t  of
the  dem and for am nes ties  for  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s  a n d  e x i le s .  However, 
the r ec e n t  a r r e s t s  a n d  t r i a l s  of t r a d e  un io n is t s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i s t s  
in d ic a te  t h a t  th e re  is  once a g a in  cau se  for  concern over  the  s i tu a t io n  
in  Morocco.

***
**
*

September 1981

(2) Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Report 1980, p .  348.
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