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Executive Summary

President Khatam 's plans for a tolerant, diverse and | aw abi di ng
soci ety continue to unfold and their full inplenmentation could have a mgjor
i mpact on human rights in the Islam c Republic of Iran

Progress is being made, notably in the area of freedom of expression,
but it faces considerabl e resistance.

The status of wonen is a high-profile subject but with little progress
so far in sight on core issues.

The status of mnorities continues to suffer benign neglect.

In some aspects of the |legal system the beginnings of change and of
progress are in sight.

There continues to be great store set in the further devel opment of
denocracy in Ilran.

The condition of the Baha’is remains unchanged or perhaps, in sonme
respects, it has worsened.

There has been a rash of di sappearances and suspici ous deaths that have
created great unease in the country.

| nt roduction

1. In the period under review, from1 Septenber to 15 Decenber 1998,
progress continued to be made towards President Khatam 's goal of a civi
society, tolerant, diverse, and operating within the rule of law. Human
rights - individual and group - were at the centre of this process. 1In the
open atnosphere that now exists, it was not difficult to foll ow the progress
as well as the failures.

2. For some, the progress is frustratingly slow. For others, it is
proceeding in such a way as to threaten Islamc verities, the very basis of
the Islamic Republic. The discourse is a remarkably open one which itself
speaks for the enhancenent of the freedom of expression in the country.

3. I ndeed, this freedomis the terrain on which the debate, the

struggle, is largely being waged. There has been a steadily increasing
institutionalization of the paradigmw thin which this and its related rights
can be safely exercised. The edges of the paradigmare still rough and

subj ect to much controversy, but the trend is clear and said to be
irreversible.

4, In certain legal areas including the court system and the re-emergence
of the Bar Association, there is the prospect of change that must benefit
human rights in the country.

5. O her areas, notably the status of wonen, are the subject of much
attention. The advocates of change became ever nore out spoken and now incl ude
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menbers of the political elite. However, the progress to date continues to be

at the periphery; there is little sign so far of a willingness to tackle core
i ssues.

6. The status of minorities continues to be an apparently forgotten one in
the Governnent’'s plans and the full inplications of the term*“diversity”

appears yet to be fully recognized.

7. Overall, opposition to the President’s plans does not seemto have

di m ni shed. Indeed, there is a fear that the struggle nmay be devel oping a
raw, even violent, edge. A rash of unexplained di sappearances and suspi ci ous
deaths of intellectual and political activists has set nerves on edge and
reinforced fears for the further devel opnent of a | aw abi ding society.

8. Wth regard to cooperation with the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts, the
Speci al Representative would note that the Governnent has not issued an
invitation to himduring the period under review, and he has thus not been
able to visit Iran since February 1996. On the other hand, he does

acknow edge the issuance of an invitation to the Wrking Goup on Enforced or
I nvol untary Di sappearances to visit Iran.

I.  THE SPECI AL REPRESENTATI VE' S ACTI VI TI ES AND SCOURCES

9. The Speci al Representative introduced his fourth report to the Third
Committee of the General Assenbly (A/53/423, annex) on 6 November 1998. VWhile
in New York, he held consultations with representati ves of the Government of
the Islam c Republic of Iran and representatives of several non-governnenta
organi zati ons based in North America. The Special Representative travelled to
CGeneva from7 to 17 Decenber 1998 to draft the present report. The extensive
programme for his stay in CGeneva included a nunber of consultations and
meetings with senior officials fromthe Iranian Government and the O fice of
the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). He al so net
with representatives of various non-governnental organizations, and he

recei ved representations frominterested persons concerning alleged human
rights violations in the Islamc Republic.

10. In seeking to discharge his mandate, the Special Representative has used
many sources for information, including the Government of the Islamc
Republ i c, other CGovernnents, individuals, non-governmental organizations and
the Iranian and international media. |In Geneva, the Special Representative
had an opportunity to participate in an inter-agency informal consultation
organi zed by OHCHR to di scuss and exchange i nformati on anpbng vari ous

United Nations and other intergovernnental agencies about the human rights and
humani tarian situations in the Islamc Republic.

11. During the period under review, the Special Representative received
written conmmuni cations fromthe foll owi ng non-governnental organizations:
About Iran; Amesty International; Human Ri ghts Watch; Baha'i Internationa

Comunity; Committee for Defence of Liberty in Iran; Commttee for the Defence
of Prisoners in lran; Commttee to Protect Journalists; Denocratic Party of

I rani an Kurdistan; Dr. Homa Darabi Foundation; International PEN American
Center; International PEN Witers in Prison Commttee; National Council of
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Resi stance of lran; Reporters Sans Frontieres; Society for the Defence of
Political Prisoners in Iran; SpectrumlInstitute; The Constitutionali st
Movement of |ran.

1. FREEDOM OF EXPRESSI ON

12. In the period under review there has been increased turbulence in this
sector. On the one hand, President Khatam was quoted in a foreign wire
service report of a State television broadcast calling for nore transparency
in State nedia. “W are only fooling ourselves if we cover up realities in
our society or the world. People will eventually find out somehow what is
happeni ng”.

13. On the other hand, there was increased pressure on the press. A nunber
of journals were banned or suspended for such offences as “insulting the late
Ayatol | ah Khoneini”, “altering remarks of the honoured | mam and publi shing
themin an insulting way”, “distorting news and insulting the war disabled”
carrying out “activities against national security”, publishing “lies and

i nsults” and “disturbing public opinion”, and “di ssem nation of fabrications
and insults”. In sone of these cases the officials of the journals concerned
were detained; in some they were sentenced to such punishment as a one-year
suspended jail sentence and a fine. |In at |east one case, a journal was shut

down by court order and four of its journalists detained for a nonth,
reportedly without access to famly or |lawers. See annex | for further
details.

14. The comments of several Iranian | eaders seened to have had a role in
these devel opnments. One said that “critique and criticismof the governnent
policies are not bad but when soneone attenpts to underm ne the foundations of
the Government, it is treason and not freedom of expression”. Another

decl ared “these [newspapers] want to m slead the people. This is a cultura
pl ot to overthrow our systenf. Two thirds of the Majlis deputies signed a
letter declaring “those who wite against the principles of Islamshould be
confronted as those working against the security of the State”. A Cabi net

M ni ster was quoted as saying that a nunber of arrested journalists had
admtted they were working to transformlran into a secular State.

15. To add to the uncertainty, there were quite evident differences of
opi nion over the press |aw regi me anong the executive, judicial and
| egi slative branches. In a long interview published in an Iranian daily in

Septenber, the then press adviser to the President said that the anmbiguity in
the present regine was a major cause of the problem There were significant
di fferences of opinion between the executive and the judiciary over the
interpretation of freedom of the press. Although she favoured an amendment to
the law, such an effort at the present tinme mght actually result in a |oss of
freedomfor the press. She also suggested that part of the problemwas the
tendency of sone journalists to “abuse freedom of the press for their evi
ends”. It was the responsibility of the Press Supervisory Board, which had a
representative fromboth the judiciary and the |egislature, rather than the
courts, to supervise the press. The judiciary, she said, “was expected to
understand this new at nosphere based on people’s expectation after the 23 My
presidential elections”. As for the legislature, she said that the main
reason for approving a new restrictive |aw concerning women was that the



E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ 32
page 6

majority of the Majlis deputies were unaware that the Press Law al ready
covered this subject. She criticized the new law for failing to use |ega
term nol ogy, thus leaving it open for persons “to use their personal taste to
restrict the right of the press”.

16. The Speci al Representative would note that article 168 of the
Constitution states that inquiry into press offences shall be in an open court
before a jury. This requirenent does not seemto have been nmet in some of the
recent cases against the press. Further, there is open conpetition for
jurisdiction over the press fromboth the Revolutionary Courts and the
Cleric's Court.

17. In the course of a |long conversation with the Deputy Mnister of Culture
and |slam c CGuidance, the Special Representative was briefed on the operation
of the Press Supervisory Board. Over the past seven years there have been

250 conplaints with 150 of these proceeding to hearings; 100 were dism ssed by
the jury and 50 were found to be valid. Only five or six papers have | ost
their |licences over the period.

18. There are differences of viewon the interpretation of article 24 of the
Constitution which provides that the press should be free to express views and
opi nions subject to certain restrictions. This provision is echoed in
articles 3 and 5 of the Press Law which also contains a definition of
constructive criticismor fair comment. There are nine types of criticism
defined in the Law as unconstructive. Sone of these have never been invoked.
Most conpl ai nts have been nade under the headi ng of defaming officials, organs
of Governnment or private individuals. The systemis recognized as not being

i deal but better than anything in the past. The Deputy M nister asserted that
there was today objectivity and diversity in the Iranian press and that
prepublication censorship did not exist.

19. One task the new Government had set for itself was to strengthen the
public’'s confidence in the press. Some success is now evident in the
increase in circulation from 17 per 1,000 population to 35 per 1,000 over the
18 nmonths. The nunber of provincial publications has grown considerably

to 281 of which 12 are dailies. There are currently around 1,200 press
licences in existence of which 800-900 are active. There are now 50 dailies
across the country. There are 30 other licences for dailies which for the
moment are published | ess frequently.

20. The Deputy M nister said the economic situation of the press has been
strengt hened by the new Governnent’s allocation of newsprint strictly
according to circulation, and by its facilitation of the construction of a
domestic pulp and paper facility to avoid the need for the industry to spend
forei gn exchange. There are sone renaining subsidies for newsprint and
printing equi pment, but the Governnent hopes to phase them out and, if
necessary, subsidize donmestic pul p and paper production

21. Anot her inportant devel opnent has been the establishnment of professiona
press associations. 1In 1997, the Professional Association of Journalists was
establ i shed whi ch now has about 1,000 nmenmbers. The Association has been
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actively defending the rights of journalists and criticizing some procedures
used agai nst them At least six other professional associations related to
journal publication have al so been established.

22. The Speci al Representative, while accepting that significant progress
has and is continuing to be made, believes that serious weaknesses renain
particularly in the area of the press control regime. As the Specia
Representati ve has urged before, and accepting of the fact that the rights of
free speech cannot be absolute, there does need to be greater clarity in what
constitutes fair or constructive coment. Further, discipline nust cone from
one independent tribunal that acts according to the |aw and not persona
taste, and in a transparent manner.

23. Wth regard to filmand theatre, the Deputy Mnister said there had been
significant inprovenent. Anbiguities and personal taste had been renoved from
the cl earance process which was now routine, a situation that the Specia
Representative confirmed with an Iranian filmdirector. The problem now was
the lack of theatre and film venues.

24, Wth regard to books, he said that publishers now received permanent
rather than 12- or 18-nmonth publishing |licences. Licences to publish a
particular title are usually granted within a few days. There is an appea
process. Only 100 titles have been rejected since the new Governnent took

of fice; some 15,000 titles are now being published each year. The reissuance
of atitle no longer requires a new licence. The titles of books rejected and
the reasons are reportedly published in the press.

25. The Speci al Representative cannot conclude this section w thout
reference to the chilling effect that the recent nmurders of intellectual and
political figures inmrediately had on open di scourse and freedom of expression
in lran. Those involved with efforts to reactivate the Witer's Association
have becone marked figures. There have been calls fromoutside the country
for an international inquiry. This matter is discussed further in

chapter VIII.

1. THE STATUS OF WOMEN

26. In his interimreport to the General Assenbly, the Specia
Representative concluded that despite well-nmeaning policy declarations, the
creation of new women's organizations, and significant publicity about the

i nportance of wonmen, the Covernnent had so far achieved little inprovenent in
the condition of Iranian wonen.

27. In one sense, gradual change has been under way for some tine. For
exanple, the illiteracy rate anong wonen is said to have dropped from22 to
9 per cent over the period since 1979. |Indeed, according to a foreign press
account, Popul ation Action International in Washington reported recently that
Iran was one of the 10 countries to have nmade the nobst progress in narrow ng
educational inequality between the sexes; 30 per cent of doctors are said to
be wonen. The recruitnment of women to work in the police force was recently
approved, admittedly to work chiefly in women-related functions. A female
journalists' association has been established. Wnmen are beginning to be
appoi nted to senior diplomatic positions overseas. The first female
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uni versity chancell or has been appointed, albeit of a wonmen's university.

Mor e appoi ntments of women were nmade to the judicial service but none still to
the position of presiding judge. Sonme of these devel opnents are significant;
some are synbolic.

28. However, the construction of walls continues. Despite w despread
opposition as nentioned in earlier reports of the Special Representative,
the “Medi cal Religious Standard Conformty Act” providing for the conplete
separation along gender lines of all nedical services in the country - from
hospitals to rural health centres to pharmacies to nmedi cal education - was
finally passed into aw. The one reported exception is emergency wards.
Wonen travelling in trains without a mal e conpanion are to have separate
conpartnents set aside for them |In some Iranian cities, a park is being
designated for the exclusive use of wonen. Both of these steps were
considered to be primarily for the safety and conveni ence of the women
concerned. A new passport office has been opened with separate facilities
for men and wonen. In the Special Representative's opinion, separate but
equal does not meet international standards for gender equality (see

E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 63) .

29. The managing director of the judiciary's Bureau of Wnen's Affairs is
gquoted in the Iranian press as saying the nost inportant problem wonmen face
in the courts is “the biased approach to their rights”. She added that

| egislation that is nmeant to reduce the hardship that women undergo in areas
such as divorce and | andl ord-tenant rel ations “does not get properly

i npl enmented”. Anecdotal stories in the press certainly support these

al | egati ons.

30. For his part the Deputy Speaker of the Majlis is reported in the press
to have stated that there was a long way to go before wonen could enjoy their
full rights. He acknow edged that there were laws to be anmended in this
regard.

31. An education mnistry official warned of the deterioration in the health
of schoolgirls because of the |ack of physical exercise, there being |ess

than 240 hours of physical education throughout the entire secondary schoo
educati on.

32. Vi ol ence agai nst wonen in the fam |y appears to be gaining nore

prom nence. There are frequent anecdotal stories in the press of horrific
cases of wife abuse. The situation is made worse by the discrimnation in
court sentences of Deyah (bl ood noney) depending on whether the victimis a
worman or a man. The Governnment has recently published several papers on the
subj ect including a three-year action plan. These papers do acknow edge that
a maj or problemexists and outline a plan that includes:

I ncreasi ng public awareness of the problem

Preparing new |l aws to prevent viol ence agai nst wonen and provide
financi al support for victins and vul nerabl e wonen;

Establ i shing wonen's shelters, hotline facilities and job-training
facilities for vul nerable women.
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33. In this case the Governnent has established a practical action plan and
clear time thresholds. It remains to be seen whether they will be fulfilled.
34. For his part, the Special Representative believes that useful as nany

of these devel opnents are, the various structural disabilities which Iranian
wonen face are the heart of the problem The Special Representative continues
to believe these nust be addressed squarely for there to be substanti al

meani ngful inmprovenent in the status of wonen in Iran.

V. THE STATUS OF M NORI Tl ES

35. In this report, the Special Representative would draw attention to the
international reginme that applies to mnorities, the highlights of which are
set out in annex Il. In lran the reality appears to be that on the one hand
the Iranian Constitution assures mnorities equality status, as set out in
annex |I11; on the other, the laws contain numerous discrimnatory provisions
some of which are nentioned in annex |V.

36. The Speci al Representative would rem nd the Governnment of the concl uding
observations of the Human Rights Comrittee on the 1993 appearance of Iran
before that Commttee. ! On the subject of mnorities in Iran, the Conmttee
made clear its disappointment with the information provided by the Governnment
at that time on this subject. The Special Representative would also draw
attention to the concluding observations of the Cormittee on Econom c, Socia
and Cultural Rights on the 1993 appearance of Iran before that Committee. 2
The Committee categorizes the treatnent of mnorities in Iran as one of its
“principal subjects of concern”. More generally, the Special Representative
woul d draw attention to the reportedly uninpl enented recomrendati ons of the
Speci al Representative on religious intolerance with regard to the

I slami c Republic (see E/CN. 4/1996/ 95/ Add. 2, paras. 86-118).

37. The Speci al Representative would note that the Iranian Constitution

i ncludes a nunber of relevant equality provisions including articles 14, 15,
19 and 20. The CGovernnment needs to declare a commitment to the inplenentation
of both the Iranian Constitution and of international standards, and to a
timetable for inplenmentation.

38. Some situations may require special treatnment. The estimated 10 mllion
Sunnis in Iran generally live in the border regions of the country. The
Speci al Representative understands that while the Shias recogni ze Sunnis

as fellow Muslinms, there is reportedly a view in sone Shia circles that
conversion of the Sunnis is a worthwhile religious endeavour. This reportedly
has given rise to occasional clashes in areas of m xed popul ation, chiefly in
west Azerbaijan, along the Persian Gulf and in Bal uchi stan/ Sistan province.
VWi | e such tension existed before the Islamic revolution in sone areas,

not ably Si stan/Bal uchistan, it appears to have worsened significantly since
that time. The grievances of the Sunni Bal uch community have been referred
toin earlier reports of the Special Representative. They do not seemto be

| essening. |Indeed, there is a report of the conmunity being warned in a

t hreateni ng manner that the em gré Baluch | eader Shei kh Mol avi Abdol rahi m

Mol azadeh had better abandon his publicity activities on behalf of the
comunity, a report that officials deny as unfounded.
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39. Si stan/ Bal uchistan is a harsh land with Iimted devel opnental prospects.
Its econom cally di sadvantaged condition has neant that its peoples, and the
Bal uch in particular, have bel ow average education, health and job prospects.
The traditional social structure as well as the continuing nomadic lifestyle
of sone conpound the chall enge of devel opnent. The transhi pnent of narcotics
is one of the few econom c activities available to many Bal uch and, by al
accounts, is seductively lucrative. There are also no doubt legitimte

external security concerns in this exposed corner of the country. In this
context, it should not be surprising that ethnic and religious differences are
likely to come to the fore. It is a dangerous and tragic brew. The Specia

Representative urges the Covernnent to treat this as an inportant and urgent
devel opnent and human rights issue that it nust address nore vigorously than
it had in the past.

V. THE STATUS OF THE BAHA' | S

40. The concern about the human rights situation of the Baha'is renmains on
the agenda of the Special Representative with fresh reports on situations of
di scrimnation and even of persecution, including arbitrary detentions,
arrests, raids on hones and confiscation of property. The freedom of Baha'is
to travel outside of Iran continues to be inpeded or denied altogether

41. In late Septenber, the Special Representative was informed that the
deat h sentences agai nst two nenbers of the Baha'i faith had been confirmed by
prison authorities in Mashhad, despite the assurances to the contrary provided
to himearlier by the Iranian authorities (see annex V, para. 4). |n response
to the witten inquiry of the Special Representative, officials stated that
“the court found themguilty of charges of acting agai nst national security
and sentenced themto death”, but “the defendants can still resort to appea
and/ or clenmency” (see annex V, para. 5). The Special Representative is
following this case closely in the context of the earlier assurances given by
the authorities that the death sentences on these Baha'is had been overturned.

42. Reports suggest that in the m ddl e of Decenmber 1998, 17 Baha'is renmi ned
in detention, 6 sentenced to death, 7 to inprisonnent for periods ranging
from3 to 8 years, and for the rest, to sentences which are not yet known.

The charges reportedly include hol ding neetings and teaching their faith,
cooperating with Baha'i educational activities and engagi ng i n espi onage
activities of one sort or another

43. The Speci al Representative's attention has been drawn to an apparently
orchestrated raid between 29 Septenber and 3 Cctober 1998, in which

over 36 faculty nmenmbers of the Baha'i Institute of Hi gher Education (Bl HE)
were arrested in cities across the country. Those arrested were asked to sign
a docunent declaring the closure of the BIHE and their undertaking not to
cooperate any longer with it. The arrests, reported to have been carried out
by officers of the Iranian Government's intelligence agency and the Mnistry
of Information, involved the seizure of some 70 conmputers, furniture,

t ext books, scientific papers and docunentary records. Four of those arrested
still remain in custody - a fact which | ed the Special Representative to nmake
a further inquiry of the Governnment (see annex V, para. 7).
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44, A wel conme devel opment was the reported elimnation of discrimnation
agai nst Baha'i youth for enrolnent in the pre-university year at the high

school level. However, according to reports, their entry to universities

continues to be refused.

45, Overall, the situation of the Baha'is has not inproved; in some respects
it has deteriorated. The Special Representative wi shes to reiterate his
appeal to the Governnent of the Islamc Republic to fulfil his outstanding
recommendati ons (A/53/423, para. 45) as well as that of the Special Rapporteur
on religious intolerance (see E/ CN. 4/1996/ 95/ Add. 2) .

VI. LEGAL SUBJECTS
A. The courts

46. In his interimreport to the General Assenbly, the Specia
Representative noted the w despread debate that had energed over the court
system and nore generally the | egal system as a prerequisite for the
establishment of a civil society in the Islamc Republic. The Specia
Representative reported he had been informed by a senior official that an
anmendnent bill to the existing |egislation establishing the civil courts was
to go to the Majlis shortly. The Special Representative is now infornmed

by M. Mhamred Nassary, Deputy Prosecutor-Ceneral, that the bill of

some 800 articles, part of which has been under discussion in the Majlis

Judiciary Conmittee for two years, will be debated in the Majlis within a
nmont h.
47. O her refornms nentioned by the Deputy Prosecutor-General include

the reduction of the requisite time served to be eligible for parole from
two thirds of the sentence to one half. The prison termalternative for the
paynment of fines has been reduced fromone day to be served for each 500 ria
owi ng, to one day for each 50,000 rial owing, with the result that a | arge
nunber of prisoners will now be rel eased.

48. Since the Special Representative's |last report, the Cleric's Court has
come in for increased scrutiny with some critics arguing that it should be
refornmed and others that it should be abolished. Sone argue that it is
unconstitutional in that it was not established by |egislation as required by
the Constitution. Senior judiciary officials dispute this, arguing that there
is legislation which refers to the Court and that in any case it was within
the conpetence of the Leader to establish such a tribunal

49. The mandate of this court is sweeping
All acts comritted by clergy contrary to religious |aw,

Al'l disputes harnful to public security in which one of the contenders
is a nmenber of the clergy;

All other cases entrusted to it by the Leader's office.

50. The cases are to be argued on the basis of religious |aw. Appeals are
heard by anot her chanmber of the Cleric's Court; the Suprenme Court has no
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jurisdiction in such cases. Defence |lawers have to be chosen from desi gnated
clergy. The hearings are not public and decisions are not usually nade
public. The Court apparently has authority to inpose the death penalty. In
November, the head of the Cleric's Court invited 14 clerics to forma press
jury in the Cleric's Court.

51. In an earlier report, the Special Representative recomended that with
regard to a nunber of clerics detained in Qum as their offences were publicly
declared to be ordinary crinmes, the cases should be transferred to the civi
courts where they would receive an open trial by jury and could be defended by
a lawer of their choice.

52. The Speci al Representative continues to believe that at this point
in the Islam c Republic's history, it is difficult to justify the continued
exi stence of such an apparently arbitrary and secretive tribunal. The Specia

Representative reconmends that it be abolished, or at least that it be
converted into a conmm ssion charged with settling theol ogical disputes in the
narrowest sense. The Special Representative sees the appoi ntnent of a press
jury in the Cleric's Court as an om nous expansion of its jurisdiction, and a
prescription for further confusion in the press regul ation regi me established
by the Press Law.

53. In the Special Representative's view the experience of many other
countries with such tribunals suggests that they inevitably deny a defendant
what is today recognized as a fair trial, and that they are thus instrunents
of denial of human rights.

B. The Bar Associ ation

54, In earlier reports, the Special Representative referred to the
Governnment's repeated prom ses that there would be an election for the nmenbers
of the Bar Executive Council as provided for in the Association's 1954 | aw but

suspended since 1979. In 1997, following a new Majlis |aw, these elections
were finally held. This 1997 |aw provided for the screening of the candi dates
by the Judges Court. 1In the event, 41 were confirmed out of 69, including

4 wonen. Qut of the 2,000 |awers in the central or Tehran Bar, 1,300
participated in the election

55. The Speci al Representative recently had the opportunity to discuss this
devel opnent with the newWy el ected President of the Central Bar Association
Council, S.M Jandaghi. The President frankly described the problens facing
the Association, particularly the shortage of |lawers, if indeed |l awers are
to play their role in fulfilling President Khatam 's vision of a civi

society. The Association has recently admtted 800 new candi dates to its Bar
admi ssi on course.

56. The President said that to make | awyers nore accessible, the Bar

Associ ation has established a Legal Assistance Departnent which provides | ega
advice and, if appropriate, assistance in obtaining the services of a | awer.
The Speci al Representative noted the apparent difficulties faced by some

di sadvant aged groups such as the Baha'is in obtaining a | awer, particularly

a good one. The President said that every |lawer is expected to take on

four pro bono cases a year. In court proceedings in which a |awer is
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required and is not already retained, the judge is expected to turn to the
Associ ation which will nom nate four or five |awers from anong whom the judge
will make a choice. Wth regard to the diligence and integrity wth which
such assigned | awyers advance their client's interest, the President

acknow edged as possi ble the conplaint brought to the Special Representative's
attention of assigned | awers seemng to play a passive role and, in sone
cases, being openly denounced in court by the accused as not telling the
truth. He noted that there was a disciplinary court for lawers within the
Bar Association but it was only really becom ng active since the election of
the Bar Council .

57. There remains nuch to be done for |lawers to be able to play a
significant role as advocates for human rights. One challenge is to obtain
respect for the function of a | awyer by the various agencies of CGovernnent,
including the judiciary. The open letter of the Association in August 1998 in
whi ch the shortcom ngs of the present court systemwere frankly laid out was a
good start. Lawers and |legal officials are also beginning to speak out

i ndi vi dual |y about the changes needed in the judiciary; the weaknesses are
frequently described as poor training of judges, the absence of a judicia
strategy, a lack of status for judges and | ack of an appropriate judicia

or gani zati on.

58. The Speci al Representative reconmends that the Bar Association Counci
establish a strategy to identify and address the chall enges facing the Bar
including a detailed description of goals and tine-frames for achi evenent.
The Council mght also wish to consider exchange visits with Bar Associations
in other countries.

C. Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degradi ng
treat nent or puni shnment

59. The Speci al Representative continues to receive reports of torture
committed in lran. It is safe to say that torture has been practised in
Iran for a very long tinme. The Special Representative notes that it exists
notwi t hstandi ng a specific provision in the Iranian Constitution banning it.

60. The npst positive thing the Special Representative can say is to repeat
t he observations in his interimreport to the General Assenbly that for the
first tinme some officials have been acknow edgi ng the existence of torture,
and secondly that its existence in Iran is now di scussed in the press.

61. The Speci al Representative would urge the Governnment to nove quickly to
wi pe out this inhuman and discreditable practice. As a first step, it mght
follow the same process it has used to address illegal detention centres, that

is the appoi ntnment of a high-level inter-agency committee to exam ne the
di mensions of the situation and recommend steps to be taken for its
el imnation.

62. One report of a stoning cane to the Special Representative's attention
that of Khosrow Ibrahim in Lahijan on or about 21 Novenber, according to an
Iranian daily. The individual concerned was said to have been able to
extricate hinself.
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D. Executions
63. In his interimreport to the General Assenbly, the Specia
Representative noted that executions seemed to continue at a fairly high
level. He reported that the Iranian authorities had agreed to cooperate in
the provision of appropriate statistics. |In the meantime, as reported in the

I rani an press, there were probably some 155 executions from January to

m d- Decenmber 1998, of which 60 were said to have taken place in public. These
figures are generally regarded as being on the low side as it is widely
assunmed that many executions are not reported in the nedia.

64. The Speci al Representative again urges the Government to bring its
policies in the matter of executions into Iine with Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
recomendati ons (resolution 1998/68).

VII. DEMOCRACY/A ClVIL SCCl ETY

65. An inportant election held during the period under review, that for the
Counci | of Experts, was held on 23 Cctober am d controversy over the process
of determining the eligibility of candidates. This was the first nationa

el ection since the presidential election in May 1997 and it aroused
considerable political interest for that reason

66. The Council has in theory very substantial power. |t appoints the
Suprene Leader who has the final say on all State matters. The Council al so
has the power to oversee the Leader's work and to dismss himif he fails to
performhis duties properly. The Council has reportedly becone nore active in
recent years in the matter of oversight.

67. Eligibility to stand for election to the Council is determ ned by the
Counci | of Guardians. The spokesman for the Council was quoted in Iranian
papers as declaring that the “npst inportant criteria” were religious
reputation and noral credibility, political and social insight and up-to-date
knowl edge of devel opnents, loyalty to the Islamc Republic, and having “no
record of political or social msbehaviour”. He denied that factional, i.e.
political, preferences played any role in determning eligibility. However,
stories persisted of the use of exam nations to disqualify applicants.
Judgi ng by press accounts, many applicants who failed to qualify conpl ai ned
openly that politics had played a role. 1In the event, 160 out of about

400 applicants, none of them wonen and only sonme 30-40 considered to be
supporters of the President, were declared eligible, a proportion that gave
rise to wide conplaint that the process was not truly denpcratic.

68. Attention is now focused on State and | ocal elections, the first since
the Islam c Revolution in 1979. A bill was before the Majlis at the tinme of
witing which would place approval of candidates in the hands of provincia
executive bodies and would allow an appeal to the Supervisory Board or the
Guardi an Council only by refused applicants. It is expected that many nore
wonen wi Il becone candi dates under this procedure. These elections, to be
hel d on 26 February 1999, reflect an effort by the Governnent to nake | oca
governance nore transparent and nore responsible, in the President’s words, to
| et people take charge of their own affairs.
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69. Anot her inportant devel opnent is the energence of the Presidentia

“Comm ttee for Inspection and Supervision on the Inplenentation of the
Constitution” (see annex V, para. 12). The mandate of the Conmittee is a
strong one and it could go a long way in addressing the many apparent

di screpanci es between the Constitution on the one hand and the | aws and
practices on the other. One project the Cormmittee reportedly has under way is
preparing a definition of “political crines”; another is said to concern the
future of the Cleric's Court.

70. According to the Iranian press, a reorganization of the politica
structure of the country is under consideration. The objective appears to be
to decentralize control over everyday activities of the people. Earlier there
were reports of a proposal to loosen the control of the Guardian Council over
the eligibility of candidates for national elections.

71. A nunber of new political parties were established in the period under
review. One was a reform st political grouping of cultural and politica
figures. The founders of the Islamc Iran Participation Front declared they
were seeking “freedom of thought, logic in dialogue and rule of law in socia
behaviour”. This reportedly brings the total of licensed political groups to
50 al t hough many of these are inactive for financial and other reasons.

72. Vi ol ence agai nst politicians becanme nore prom nent. |n Septenber
two reformi st mnisters of the Government were subjected to a public physica
assault which was attributed to the extrajudicial group Ansar-i Hezboll ah

73. Two nurders on 22 Novenber by unknown assail ants shocked many |rani ans
in the country and outside. The press estimted that 6,000 persons attended
the funeral of Dariush Forouhar, the | eader of the Iran Nation Party, and of
his wi fe Parvanah. M. Forouhar was a veteran politician having anong ot her
roles served as Mnister of Labour in the Bazargan Governnent. The Iran
Nation Party was an unregistered but tolerated entity on Iran's politica

| andscape. President Khatam termed the nurders “a repugnant crinme”. The
Presi dent and the head of the judiciary called for the i medi ate
identification and bringing to trial of the perpetrators. A parallel with
earlier unsolved murders of politicians was being drawn and runours of a
political dimension to the deaths persisted. N ne such activists have
reportedly been killed in the | ast decade, half of them by the sane nethod
used in the deaths of the Foruhars. Reportedly, in none of the cases were the
perpetrators known to have been found or brought to justice.

74. The Speci al Representative views these nurders with regret and concern
concern that circunstances in Iran are not yet stable enough to permt

dedi cated politicians to serve their country w thout fear of physical attack
and in sone cases, for their lives.

VII1. DI SAPPEARANCES AND SUSPI Cl OQUS DEATHS
75. As this report was being prepared, considerable concern was being

expressed inside and outside of Iran at a rash of disappearances and
suspi ci ous deaths of dissident literary and political figures:



E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ 32
page 16

The di sappearance in August of prom nent political dissident
Pirouz Davani. There was an unconfirmed report in one Iranian paper in
Novenber that he had been killed (see annex V, para. 6);

The di sappearance in Novenber of Javad Sharif, fornmerly a dissident in
exil e, and his subsequent death officially attributed to a heart attack

The murder in Novenber of veteran political |eader Dariush Forouhar and
his wife (see para. 73);

The di scovery on 9 Decenber in the Tehran norgue of the body of a
prom nent poet, Mhamad Mkhtari, who had gone m ssing the previous
week. M. Mkhtari was one of six promnent witers and intellectuals
qguestioned by a Revolutionary Court in October and warned not to
reactivate the witers union (see para. 25);

The di scovery on 12 Decenber of the body of a dissident translator and
aut hor, Mhammad Jaf ar Pouyandeh, who was al so one of the six prom nent
writers and intellectuals questioned by the authorities in Cctober.

76. These incidents suggest a pattern of harassment and persecution of
noderate and often secular voices. It is being described as a challenge to
the reform st policies of President Khatam , and as having a chilling

i nfluence on intellectual discourse. One journalist observed that “not since
the revolution nearly 20 years ago has Iran witnessed such eerie, unexplained
vi ol ence”.

77. These incidents have been condemmed by the Government, including the
President. According to the press, significant efforts are being mde by a
dedi cated investigative teamto track down the culprits. For his part the
Speci al Representative has called upon the Governnent to investigate

t horoughly each of these cases, and to nake the resulting reports public (see
annex V, paras. 8-10).

| X.  OTHER MATTERS

The fatwa agai nst Sal nan Rushdi e

78. In his interimreport to the General Assenbly, the Specia
Representative reported that as that report was in press, the nedia reported
that an acconmodati on had apparently been reached between the Iranian and
British Foreign Mnisters. The agreement was contained in parallel press
statements made on 24 Septenber 1998 in New York.

79. In his statement to the Third Commttee, the Special Representative said
that he was concerned at the tenor of the comments that followed the agreenent
fromvarious sources in Iran, sone being senior political figures. These
seemed to cast doubt on the agreenent insofar as they declared that nothing
had changed as a result of it. However, such comments appeared to die away in
the nonth or so follow ng the agreenent.
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80. The Speci al Representative notes with deep regret that after the
agreenent, the 15th Khordad Foundati on again increased the bounty on
M. Rushdie's life.

81. The Speci al Representative notes the progress made in this matter and
trusts the remai ning questi on concerning the bounty can now be put to rest.

Nar cotics control

82. This issue continues to be a major problemfor the Government. The
Director of the State Prison Organization was quoted in the Iranian press as
stating that 60 per cent of the 160,000 prisoners in the State system were
there for drug-related offences. Mst of the wonen in the systemwere there
for drug offences. The Iranian press also carried stories indicating that
significant seizures of narcotics continue to occur. An lranian daily
reported that the nunmber of youthful addicts doubled |ast year. The

puni shment for drug trafficking was reportedly increased nore than tenfold.

83. Meanwhi | e, according to foreign press stories, the United States
Government has renoved Iran fromits |ist of drug-producing countries.

X.  CORRESPONDENCE W TH THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE | SLAM C REPUBLI C OF | RAN

84. The correspondence exchanged during the reporting period between the
Speci al Representative and the Permanent Representative of the Islamc
Republic of Iran to the United Nations O fice at Geneva is described in
annex V. Sonme of the correspondence concerned requests for information about
i ndi vi dual allegations. Also during the period, the Special Representative
sent urgent conmmunications, jointly with other special rapporteurs, in which
he appeal ed to the Government to ensure that those affected benefited fully
fromall the internationally recognized safeguards, particularly those
provided for in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Body of Principles for the
Protection of Al Persons under Any Form of Detention or Inprisonnent, adopted
by the General Assenbly by its resolution 43/173 of 9 Decenber 1988.

85. Wi | e acknow edgi ng the responses by the Government, the Specia
Representative encourages it to make further effort to respond to his
out standi ng requests for information concerning individual cases.

XI'.  CONCLUSI ONS

86. The Speci al Representative has made a nunber of recomrendations in the
body of this report which reflect his conclusions. Despite considerable
effort to enhance freedom of expression, there remain major uncertainties in
the application of the Press Law that need to be elimnated. Wth regard to
the status of wonen, there needs to be a clearer focus on the |egal and
practical discrimnation they face. 1In the case of mnorities, they nmust find
a place in the Government's devel opnent plans. The status of the Baha'is al so
has to be addressed, perhaps in the context of the energing civil society.
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Court reformhas to be pushed forward vigorously; the Cleric’s Court should be
abol i shed. The problemof torture nmust find a place on the Governnent's
agenda.

87. The Governnent is now 18 nonths into its five-year mandate. Its plans
for change as they are gradually beconm ng known, were and continue to be
significant if not nmonunental. Progress has been uneven and objected to by

many. The Governnent nmust find a way to establish the people's confidence in
its plans in the face of attempts, including violent ones, to divert reform
efforts. The Governnent nust stay the course; it cannot afford to |ose
nmoment um

Not es

1.See O ficial Records of the General Assenbly, Forty-eighth Session
Suppl enment No. 40 (A/48/40), paras. 190-270.

2.O0ficial Records of the Econom ¢ and Social Council 1994, Supplenment No. 3
(E/ 1994/ 23-E/ C. 12/ 1993/ 19), paras. 122-130.
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Annex |

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSI ON

Some incidents relating to press freedomthat took place from Septenber

Decemnber

Sept .

Sept .

Sept .

Sept .

Sept .

Sept .

Sept .

Sept .

Cct .

Cct .

Cct .

1998 are rel ated bel ow

The newspaper Tous was shut down by a Revol utionary Court for
publi shing articles considered detrinental to the nation. It had
earlier published a digest of the statements of Tehran district
mayors about their treatnment in detention. Four Tous journalists
were arrested.

Two newspapers, Tavana and Rahne Now, were ordered shut down
because they published articles critical of some clerics.

Two senior officials of the official press agency | RNA were
detai ned for a day because of conplaints agai nst them

The M nister of Culture and Islam c Guidance supported the action
to shut down Tous

265 journalists reportedly began a protest agai nst what they saw
as a canpai gn agai nst the Iranian press.

The cl osure of Tous was formalized by the revoking of its |icence
by the Press Supervisory Board, an action that was criticized as
bei ng beyond the powers of the Board.

The proprietor of Zan appeared in court to answer charges of
publishing lies in her paper. The charges were di sm ssed.

A court in Tehran banned the nonthly Janee Salem after finding it
guilty of charges including insulting the |ate Ayatollah Khoneini.

Navi d- e- Esf ahan, a weekly in Isfahan, was tenporarily closed on
charges of “acting against the country’s security, publishing lies
and di sturbing public opinion, as well as pronoting opposition
groups”.

A court warned five witers involved in reactivating an
association of Iranian witers that they could face charges of
“anti-State activity”, because the association was an “illega
under ground political organization”.

Asre-e-Ma, a biweekly publication, was suspended for six nonths by
a Tehran court on charges of “fabrication and dissen nation of
i nsults”.

A court announced that the nmanagi ng director of Sabh was suspended
fromhis position for four nonths for making accusati ons agai nst a
named i ndi vi dual
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15 Cct.

7 Dec.

By at |east
t o Decenber

The four Tous journalists were released. One of them | ater said
that they were not told what charges they had been arrested for
“Qur biggest sin ... was to have taken seriously calls for
boosting civil society and political devel opnment”.

The Press Supervisory Board convicted the managi ng director of
Farda of publishing slanderous material against the armed forces
and banned him from press activity for one year

one account, there were 25 such incidents in the period Septenber
1998.
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Annex 11
THE STATUS OF M NORI TI ES

The following nornms are the major elenents in the international reginme
for the protection of the rights of mnorities:

Article 27 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
refers to the protection of the rights of ethnic, religious or
linguistic mnorities to enjoy their own culture, to profess and
practise their own religion, or to use their own | anguage;

Inits general comment on the rights of mnorities in the Covenant, the
Human Ri ghts Conmittee has stated that special neasures to assist

di sadvant aged groups may be required; in a State where the genera
conditions of a certain part of the popul ation prevent or inpair their
enj oyment of human rights, the State should take specific action to
correct these conditions (General Comment 23 of 6 April 1994,

para. 6.2);

The Decl aration on the Rights of Persons Bel onging to National or

Et hnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities (General Assenbly

resol ution 47/135 of 18 Decenber 1992) is the nost conprehensive
statenment of the legal rights of mnorities and the obligations falling
upon States in this regard

In resolution 1998/19 the Commi ssion on Human Rights entitled “The
rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and
[ inguistic mnorities”:

“Reaffirms the obligation of States to ensure that persons
bel ongi ng to national or ethnic, religious and |inguistic
mnorities may exercise fully and effectively all human rights and
fundamental freedons wi thout any discrimnation and in ful
equality before the law in accordance with the Declaration on the
Ri ghts of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and
Li nguistic Mnorities;

“Urges States and the international comunity to pronote and
protect the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic mnorities, as set out in the
Decl aration, including through the facilitation of their
participation in all aspects of the political, economc, social
religious and cultural life of society and in the econonic
progress and devel opnent of the country.”
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Annex 11

| RANI AN CONSTI TUTI ONAL PROVI SI ONS ON M NORI Tl ES

In its report on the neasures taken by Iran for the inplenentation of
the recomrendati ons of the Vienna Declaration and Plan of Action, the

Gover niment

has identified the following articles of the Constitution as

relevant to the protection of ethnic religious and |linguistic mnorities:

Article 14

Article 15

Article 19

provides for the treatnment of non-Muslins in conformty with
ethical nornms and the principles of Islamc justice and equity and
“to respect their human rights”.

protects the use of regional and tribal |anguages in the press and
mass nedia as well as for the teaching of their literature in
school s.

states that all people of Iran whatever their ethnic group or
tribe, “enjoy equal rights”.
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DI SCRI M NATORY LAWS

Some of the discrimnatory laws faced by minorities in lran are:
Article 207 Islamc Crimnal Code
This section provides for punishment in the formof retribution (Chesas)
when a Muslimis killed. When the victimis a non-Mislim the lawis
silent and by construction, no puni shnent needs to be enforced.
Article ... Islamic Crimnal Code
If a non-married Miuslimman comrits fornication, his punishnment is 100
| ashes and if a non-Miuslimman fornicates with a non-Mislimwoman, the
puni shment is the same. However, if the woman is a Muslim the
puni shment for the non-Mislimman is death.
Article 121 of the Islamic Civil Code
The puni shnent for “honpbsexual touching” (Tafkheey) and simlar acts, if
there is no entry, is 100 | ashes. However, if the subject is a
non- Musl i m and the object a Muslim the punishnment for the subject is
deat h.
Article 881 of the Civil Code

A non-Muslimshall not inherit froma Miuslimif anmong the heirs of the
deceased there is a Muslim

Article 163 of the Constitution and the Conditions for Sel ection of
Judges Code

Only a male Muslim may becone a judge.
Articles 297 and 300 of the Civil Code

These provide for blood noney (Deyeh) for the killing of a Miuslim man or
worman. By construction, non-Mislins are not entitled to blood noney.
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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE SPECI AL REPRESENTATI VE
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE | SLAM C REPUBLI C OF | RAN
SEPTEMBER- DECEMBER 1998
1. To begin with, there is an incomng |letter that was overl ooked in

previous reports. A letter dated 30 June 1998 from the Pernanent
Representative contained the following information in response to the Specia
Representative's letter dated 9 October 1997 in which he joined the Specia
Rapporteur on the question of torture inquiring about the allegations of
conditions in the prisons of Ahvaz, |sfahan, Shiraz and Tehran, and of a
hunger stri ke which resulted in the deaths of six prisoners (see

E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 59) :

“l would like to provide you with the follow ng information
received fromrel evant authorities from Tehran

“ 1. There has been no hunger strike in the said prisons.
Torture and maltreatment of prisoners are categorically denied.

‘2. Qut of six individuals nmentioned in the letter of the
Speci al Representative only M. Abdol Reza Abedi was identified who has
been rel eased on 3 Septenber 1994 and is alive.

“3. In order to enable the judiciary to pursue the other cases
referred to in the letter, it would be highly appreciated if further
detailed information, including their place of inprisonment were
provi ded.”

2. On 18 Septenber 1998, the Special Representative addressed a letter to
the Mnister for Foreign Affairs requesting an information on the

ci rcunstances in which 60-year-old Ruhol | ah Kad-Kuhzadeh, said to be an active
menber of Tehran’s Jewi sh community, was reported to have been executed for

hel ping Jews to | eave the Islamc Republic of Iran. The Governnent has not
responded yet.

3. On the sane day, the Special Representative transmitted another letter
to the Mnister for Foreign Affairs requesting a full explanation of the

ci rcunstances of the detention of Abbas Amr-Entezam a Deputy Prine M nister
under the transitional Government in 1979 and 1980. He was detai ned on

8 Septenber 1998 at his hone in Tehran followi ng an interrogation earlier that
day concerning all egedly defamatory statenents that he nade about the fornmer
director of the Iranian Prisons Organization. It is further reported that on
the follow ng day, a court ordered his rel ease but he was not in fact

rel eased, it being explained to his famly that his previously suspended life
i mpri sonment sentence had been reinposed. The Governnment has not responded
yet to this comunication.

4, The Speci al Representative sent to the Permanent Representative,
on 2 Cctober 1998, an urgent appeal requesting verification of the alleged
confirmation by prison authorities in Mashhad of death sentences agai nst
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Si rus Zabi hi - Mugaddam and Hedayat Kashefi Naj af abadi, both menmbers of the
Baha'i faith. The Special Representative recalled in this context his neeting
with the Iranian Prosecutor Ceneral, Ayatollah Mghtadai (see A/ 53/423), who
had informed himin person that the death sentences on these Baha’'is had been
overturned and that instead, they woul d probably be sentenced to a termin
prison.

5. In response to the above-nenti oned comuni cati on, the Permanent
Representative, by a letter dated 7 October 1998, inforned the Specia
Representative of the foll ow ng:

“l would like to provide you with the below information received
fromrel evant authorities in Tehran:

“Following the rejection by the Suprene Court of the death
sentence on Messrs. Syrus Zabi hi and Hhedayat Kashefi, the defendants,
in accordance with due process of |law, were retried by another conpetent
court in Mashad. The court found themguilty of charges of acting
agai nst national security and sentenced themto death.

“However, the verdicts are not finalized yet and require further
confirmation by the Suprenme Court.

“In addition should the Suprenme Court confirmthe verdicts, the
defendants can still resort to appeal and/or clenency.”

6. On 4 Novenber 1998, the Special Representative and the Chairman of the
Wor ki ng Group on Enforced or Involuntary Di sappearances transmtted to the

M ni ster for Foreign Affairs a joint urgent appeal requesting they be informed
of the appropriate investigations in order to clarify the fate and whereabouts
of Pirooz Faghaei Davani, a political activist. He was reported m ssing since
he had left his home in Tehran on Tuesday, 25 August 1998. It was all eged
that he may have been ki dnapped by Iranian security forces. Sources also
reported that M. Davani had established the “Union for Denocracy in lran” in
Decenber 1997, an organi zati on which worked for denocracy, independent

wor kers' uni ons, the defence of prisoners and support for their famlies, and
freedom of associ ation, speech and religion. 1In addition, he had established
the “Payame Piroz” publishing conmpany which published anal yses of politics and
human rights in Iran.

7. On 14 Decenber 1998, the Special Representative sent a letter to the
Per manent Representative requesting information about the continued detention
of four nmenbers of the Baha i Conmunity, Ziaullah Mrzapanah, Farzad Khajeh

Habi bul | ah Ferdosian and Dr. Sina Hariman. It was reported that they were
anong those arrested in early October 1998 on charges of cooperating with the
Baha'i Institute of Hi gher Education and, unlike others, not yet rel eased.
8. Fol | owi ng reports that Mjid Sharif, Mhamad Mkhtari and Mhamad Jaf ar

Pouyandeh, all said to be witers, were found dead in suspicious circunstances
after having di sappeared on 23 Novenber 1998, 3 and 9 Decenber 1998,
respectively, the Special Representative joined the Special Rapporteurs on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, and on the pronotion and
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protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression in an urgent
letter transmitted on 15 Decenber 1998 to the Mnister for Foreign Affairs.

9. The above joint comunication also referred to the reported killings on
22 Novenber 1998 of Dariush Forouhar and his w fe, Parvaneh Forouhar, both
prom nent critics of the Government, and requested the Governnent to further
the investigation thereon, and to make public the results thereof.

10. In this regard, the Special Representative and the two Specia
Rapporteurs expressed their deepest concern about the safety and physica
integrity of all Iranian political and intellectual dissidents, including that

of Pirooz Faghaei Davani (see para. 46). They requested the Government to
provi de any information on the above-nmentioned cases and on any steps taken by
the conpetent authorities in conpliance with article 3 of the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Rights and articles 6 and 19 of the Internationa

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

11. By letters dated 15 Septenber 1998, 5, 13 and 26 Cctober 1998, 5 and
23 Novenber 1998 and 2 Decenber 1998, the Pernmanent Representative provided
t he Speci al Representative with the text of several articles on various
subj ects published in Irani an newspapers.

12. By a letter dated 8 Septenber 1998 the Pernmanent Representative
forwarded to the Special Representative the text of President Khatam ’'s order
No. 25822 of 29 Novenber 1997 on the establishment of the “Committee for

I nspection and Supervision on the Inplenmentation of the Constitution”. The
mai n duties of the Conmittee are, inter alia, “to regulate policy for the

i npl enmentation of the Constitution, with particul ar preference which should be
given to articles that contain individual and social rights of the Nation, and
to submt it to the President; to submt anmendatory and suppl ementary
proposals as to laws and regul ations for better and conprehensive

i npl enmentation of the Constitution; and to regul ate and suggest educationa

and research programmes, in order to famliarize the Nation of their |ega
rights, and to adopt appropriate approaches for discharging these rights”.

13. On 9 Septenmber 1998, the Pernmanent Representative transmitted a letter
to the Special Representative forwarding copies of the foll ow ng docunents:
“A report on the neasures taken by the Islam c Republic of Iran on the

El i m nati on of Donestic Viol ence Agai nst Wonen since 1994", “National Plan of
Action on the Elimnation of Donmestic Violence Agai nst Winen” and “The | ast

i nprovenents in the field of human rights in the Islam c Republic of Iran”



