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NGO DECLARATION DEMANDS INTERNATIONAL MONITORING OF
HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES IN TERRORISM FIGHT

A group of international Non-Governmental Organisations has launched a Joint Declaration calling
on the United Nations to monitor the impact on human rights of the fight against terrorism.

Practices such as torture, detention without judicial review, unfair trial, criminalisation of acts in
exercise of fundamental rights, and suppression of the right to association have been sharply on the
rise as a result of measures taken in the fight against terrorism.

The Declaration calls on the UN Commission on Human Rights at its 60th session in March/April
2004 to establish as a matter of utmost priority an independent mechanism on the question of
human rights and counter-terrorism.

“The events of 11 September 2001 ushered in a waive of measures by a number of states that
threaten basic and universally subscribed human rights principles”, said ICJ Legal Adviser Ian
Seiderman. “It is unconscionable that throughout the last two years, the United Nations human
rights system has lacked the impetus to tackle this grave threat by monitoring and evaluating the
laws and practices of its member States.”

The founding signatories of the Declaration include the seven members of the Coalition of
International Non-Governmental Organisations against Torture (CINAT) (Amnesty International,
Association for the Prevention of Torture, International Federation of Action by Christians for the
Abolition of Torture (FIACAT), International Commission of Jurists, International Rehabilitation
Council for Torture Victims (IRCT), Redress: Seeking Reparation for Torture Survivors, and World
Organization against Torture (OMCT)), as well as Fédération Internationale des Ligues des Droits
de l’Homme (FIDH), Friends World Committee for Consultation (Quakers), Human Rights Watch,
and International Service for Human Rights.

The Declaration is now open to all international and national NGOs for signature.

The text of the Declaration is annexed to this statement.

For further information, please contact Ian Seiderman or Hassiba Hadj Sahraoui (41-22-979-3800).


