ANNEX: Questions on best practices that promote and protect the rights to freedom of
peaceful assembly and of association

It would be deeply appreciated if responses were brief. Responses in bullet-points are
encouraged.

For non-governmental organizations (NGOSs), should they so wish, their identity will
remain confidential (only the country where they operate will be disclosed).

Right to freedom of peaceful assembly:

1. Please a) describe positive legislative/institutional measures taken to facilitate the
exercise of the right to freedom of peaceful assembly in your country; and b) provide
one or more recent examples where the right to freedom of peaceful assembly in your
country has been adequately enjoyed and the reasons for citing this example(s).

2. Please a) describe positive legislative/institutional measures taken to protect peaceful
protesters, including against agents provocateurs and/or counter-demonstrators; and
b) provide one or more examples where peaceful protesters were effectively
protected.

3. Please describe measures taken to ensure that any restrictions on the free exercise of
the right to freedom of peaceful assembly are in accordance with your obligations
under international human rights law (proportionality test and due process
guarantees). Please explain the legal status of spontaneous assemblies.

4. Please a) describe positive legislative/institutional measures taken to ensure
accountability for i) arbitrary restrictions to hold assemblies; ii) arbitrary or excessive
use of force by law enforcement officials against peaceful demonstrators; and iii)
violence by agents provocateurs and/or counter-demonstrators; and b) provide one or
more examples for each of these situations where such measures have been
implemented.

5. In this context, please describe positive legislative/institutional measures taken to
build and strengthen the human rights capacity of administrative and law enforcement
officials in your country.

6. Please describe one or more recent examples where the right to freedom of peaceful
assembly may have not been respected and the reasons for citing this example(s). In
particular, please describe challenges faced in the implementation of laws, policies or
programmes for the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of peaceful
assembly in your country. Please provide details of any lessons learnt in that regard.
Briefly evaluate, in both law and practice, the enjoyment of the right to freedom of
peaceful assembly in your country, including by women, individuals facing
discrimination or violence because of their sexual orientation and gender identity, as
well as persons with disabilities, espousing minority or dissenting views or beliefs,
and belonging to other groups at risk.
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Right to freedom of association:

Please a) describe positive legislative/institutional measures taken to facilitate the
exercise of the right to freedom of association by national and international
organizations (e.g. are associations free to decide on their objectives, activities and
board composition?); and b) provide one or more recent examples where the right to
freedom of association has been adequately enjoyed in your country and the reasons
for citing this example(s).

Please detail the procedures to be followed to establish an association in your country,
including the legal grounds upon which an application for registration can be rejected,
where applicable. Please a) describe positive legislative/institutional measures taken
to ensure a non-discriminatory, expeditious, easily accessible and inexpensive
registration process; and b) provide one or more examples where such measures have
been implemented. Are there effective remedies in case the registration is denied or
delayed? Please indicate, if available, how many people have pursued these remedies,
and the result thereof. Please specify the legal status of unregistered or de facto
associations.

Please explain the procedure available to suspend or dissolve an association in your
country. Are there effective remedies in case an association suspended or dissolved?
Please indicate, if available, how many people have pursued these remedies and the
result thereof.

Please specify positive measures taken to ensure that any restrictions on the free
exercise of the right to freedom of association are in accordance with your obligations
under international human rights law (proportionality test and due process
guarantees).

Please indicate under which conditions associations can receive domestic and foreign
funds or resources in your country. Are there any specific limitations (including in
practice) on receiving funds or resources?

Please a) describe positive specific legislative/institutional measures taken to promote
and ensure the participation of associations in the decision-making process in your
country; and b) provide one or more recent examples where such measures have been
implemented.

In this context, please a) describe positive specific legislative/institutional taken to
build and strengthen the human rights capacity of administrative officials in charge of
implementing the law in your country; and b) provide one or more recent examples
where such measures have been implemented.

Please describe one or more recent examples where the right to freedom of
association may have not been respected and the reasons for citing this example(s). In
particular, please describe challenges faced in the implementation of laws, policies or
programmes for the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of association in
your country. Please provide lessons learnt in that regard. Briefly evaluate, in both
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law and practice, the enjoyment of the right to freedom of association in your country,
including by women, individuals facing discrimination or violence because of their
sexual orientation and gender identity, as well as persons with disabilities, espousing
minority or dissenting views or beliefs, and belonging to other groups at risk.

Cooperation with UN and regional human rights mechanisms:

Please indicate any cooperation your country has with the United Nations and
regional human rights mechanisms aimed at maximizing the promotion and protection
of the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association.
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