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PART IV CRIMES, PUNISHMENTS AND PROCEEDINGSIN CRIMINAL CASES
(Chapters 263 through 280)

TITLE I CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS
CHAPTER 265 CRIMES AGAINST THE PERSON

Section 43A Criminal harassment; punishment

Section 43A. (a) Whoever willfully and maliciously engages in a knowing pattern of conduct or series
of acts over a period of time directed at a specific person, which seriously alarms that person and
would cause a reasonable person to suffer substantial emotional distress, shall be guilty of the crime
of criminal harassment and shall be punished by imprisonment in a house of correction for not more
than 21/2 years or by a fine of not more than $1,000, or by both such fine and imprisonment. The
conduct or acts described in this paragraph shall include, but not be limited to, conduct or acts
conducted by mail or by use of a telephonic or telecommunication device or electronic
communication device including, but not limited to, any device that transfers signs, signals, writing,
images, sounds, data or intelligence of any nature transmitted in whole or in part by a wire, radio,
electromagnetic, photo-electronic or photo-optical system, including, but not limited to, electronic
mail, internet communications, instant messages or facsimile communications.

(b) Whoever, after having been convicted of the crime of criminal harassment, commits a second or
subsequent such crime, or whoever commits the crime of criminal harassment having previously
been convicted of a violation of section 43, shall be punished by imprisonment in a house of
correction for not more than two and one-half years or by imprisonment in the state prison for not
more than ten years.
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