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5 Ratification, acceptance and approval all refer to the act whereby a State establishes its consent to be bound by a treaty. As a

step preceding ratification, the signature of a treaty also creates an obligation on a State, in the period between signature and

ratification, acceptance or approval, to refrain in good faith from acts that would defeat the object and purpose of the given

treaty (see article 18 of the 1969 Vienna Convention of the Law of Treaties).

5 Accession is the act whereby a State that has not signed a treaty expresses its consent to become a party to that treaty by

depositing an fAinstrument of acc eGendrab Actession ahthetsdme legaineffectasd Nat i ons Se
ratification, acceptance or approval.

" Save for provisions of the treaty against which the State has entere d a reservation. A reservation is a statement made by a

State by which it purports to exclude or alter the legal effect of certain provisions of a treaty in their application to tha t State. A

reservation may enable a State to participate in a multilateral treaty that it would otherwise be unable or unwilling to participate

in. States can make reservations to a treaty when they sign, ratify, accept, approve or accede to it. Reservations cannot be

contrary to the object and purpose of the treaty.

8The Intern ational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights does not explicitly provide for the creation of a treaty

body, but gives the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) a general mandate to monitor its implementation. In 1985, a

sessional working groupest abl i shed by ECOSOC to assist in the consideration of
model of the treaty bodies and renamed the ACommittee on Economic,
1985/17). The Committee, which first m et in 1987, is regarded as a treaty body.
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o Ratification of and accession to human rights treaties by States has increased significantly in recent years. By 30 September
2008, there were: 162 States parties to the International Covenant on Civil and Politi cal Rights; 159 to the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; 173 to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racal
Discrimination; 185 to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women; 145 to the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; 193 to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child; 39 to the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families;
and 40 to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

10 By 30 September 2008, there were five States parties to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance. The treay will enter into force once it has been ratified or acceded to by 20 States.

11 . ) . ) S ) )
A State may ratify the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child if it is a signatory to the Convention
but has not ratified or acceded to it.

¢ d

o Wod® G2, Ke AT Wd/ 85 Ry o RS 368 A ¢« WA, d PA



Ldw @/ Pe RA LW G2 Ldw 8/ PKs Ao > " / (1MWK 84 RE R K W/ A s(Rsed ¥/ &Q;
K, Rx 8f <« 88* Fi Ro CIp 8 %

Edwy 8/ P RA LW G8 Edw 8/ PKs As > / Ga1Wke:BARMERR >d G &>:* RELE 3y B
ndegw K; Rx 27 «- &' F2RCECB-W: EARg B, €1 8%

o6 CWIOAe s WAs CRA: RA, | A CWHAI dPBs/ G2y Y WB2 RAS ¢ 87 P |2 K2 ¢
Kg* &> C; 86y R o« BHK FRsRs CDp, 8 %

(@1 BCAW 2,1 Wo « 18"/ 24 kbW G254 B ACBE ALK 6%/ G2, Ko AT Wi/ 8
eKs REE€i Ro CHs @Ry 1 8Ks KARLEZR « 87 'GE i RoVE RS %

< Ko Ae €/ 7 86 CRA Ko IRY 8 Boal 7 BEEx 167 ARG/ (82 W B » & Wi & ATVd W8 @ BRs

s CRESE/ IR | , B LB, G2 T WIGRKIRFAE | Ro CHs 8+ Ry 1 8K * A> C, 8>%/
Ki: Rx 8 «28* Fi Ro Cp 2%

1 %6 eboWaRA| L% G2. B> R&KS(IRRSK B € BIK[BRE WY 9 3 8 8 G< CKe RsB, I
e W 8B, | KLY/ [BIMI& 8 Re Ks R EWRS (i B8 K KARLER: 82'CGE,
i Ro CDp2 & %

ce1 8% A8, Al (WD 865 CRA 0> A BB KRAT 2 BARLCER RREG RS

! R D, &

o @5 / 2 GRE 2A K JIAR o Rt H KASRH Qs | o > * /LG B4 RTe WRE s RH €i RS Clpo 8
@Y dTkthy sy « 84" BERs 24> FG, P | 8 %

K< R2 s ® Weo WRA Y G2 Ko A 82 A B oo Hos YOS R RO CRB o . BH S Rse A« ¢/ &
21 Rs WNEG MERGERAC W, P& ¢ Wd RBIHW F 2 Ed Wi/ Wik, R SR8 8y 2 &

Ko#A L0h SRR &BB s @A ¢ Wh & WK AR | Ro CIRe &:liE RB B YooFe A« I W
oo 8 EGoi d@s. @ %RA, P | 2 %

9

g>%/ Gei ¢ W peReARs IRBALHeBR I T G8 o K AT ¢ W ®EHRIR)-Re ¥ B'A [GCaA, I PA

o Ks AT W 85 Rs e Ks REKi: REEGIRBE § BRA™L R/ G& K. Rx § RABI/ BRI Ry 85" « 8
a1 8Kl RE 86 |[K.AB>/ 2ABECBB. PARK%ROEY 8 REBDRELCRABF i Ms/ 2> Pi Rs

9

1

El

<> PK,AB>/ 8A% o-,i Wg/ &> Pi Rs CRAB,/ 87/ 2K, #B>//%&6ﬁ%|§a/w%3€ﬁﬂ Rs, € 7
I/ 8/ P CR#AL 8% <8 o 2Al 180 <« PK, AB> /[ROREN 0 % | 1ART K A ¢ IOWReA (G & |
B> RAK: Rs 147 RRg 22, PAG  GIfw d WhA . || o CRA« d W W Ryl 2 2Kk BK2 K BAL Bk 2 3hs %

12 . . .
By 30 September 2008, there were: 111 States parties to the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on

Civil and Political Rights; 68 to the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,

aiming at the abolition of th e death penalty; 92 to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of

Discrimination against Women; 123 to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the

involvement of children in armed conflict; 129 to the Option al Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on

the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography; 35 to the Optional Protocol to the Convention against

Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; and 24 to the Optional Protocol to the

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

1 ) -
3 The General Assembly is also expected to adopt it in 2008.
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14The Human Rights Committeeds March (fispringo) sesstheons take place
Elimination of Discrimination against Women take place in both New York and Geneva.
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Country report task forces consist of a country rapporteur and four to six other members of the Committee
nominated by its Chairperson.
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See AEffective i mplementation of international instrumeats on hum
instruments on human rightso (A/62/224).
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Office of the United Nations

High Commissioner for Human Rights
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CH 1211 Geneva 10- Switzerland
Fax: + 41 (0)22 917 90 22
(particularly for urgent complaints)
E-mail: th-petitions@ohchr.org
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" See General Assembly resolution 60/251 and Human Rights Council resolutiorb/1.
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The Human Rights Council Branch

Human Rights Council Branch

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations

8¢14, avenue de la Paix

CH1211 Geneva 10Switzerland

Phone: +41 (0)22 917 92 56

Fax: +4X0)22 917 90 11

The Civil Society Unit

OHCHR Civil Society Unit

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations

8c¢14, avenue de la Paix

CH 1211 Geneva 10Switzerland

Phone: +41 (0)22 917 90 00

Email:

ECOSOC- %/s@d / 8, ,/ &b P8 § (HEER-IR/ bR PP |/c80MRA C< 85 0 < 8¢ CRA, 8% ¢ 8
United Nations headquarters

NGO Section

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs Section

One UN Plaza, Room 0€1480

New York, NY 10017

Phone: +1 21963 8652

Fax: +1 212 963 9248

E-mail:

United Nations Office at Geneva (UNOG)

NGO Liaison Office

Office of the DirectoiGeneral

Office 153, Palais des Nations

8¢14, avenue de la Paix

CH1211 Geneva 10Switzerland

Phone: +41 (02917 21 27

Fax: +41 (0)22 917 05 83

Email:
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3 See resolution 60/251, in which the General Assembly also requires the Council to review its work and
functioning five years after its establishment and report to it.
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29 Resolution 5/1 was endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 62/219.
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%01t requires the support of fewer States to hold a special session at the Council than it did at the Commission (one third of 47
members against a majority of 53 members). The Commission held only five special sessions.

L Three on the occupied Palestiian territory (July and November 2006 and January 2008), one on Lebanon (August 2006),
one on Darfur (December 2006), one on Myanmar (October 2007) and a thematic special session on the world food crisis (May
2008).

%2Two on the adoption and entry into f orce of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (March 2007 and June
2008), one on the Draft United Nations Guidelines for the Appropriate Use and Conditions of Alternative Care for Children(June
2008), one on intercultural dialogue on human rights (March 2008), one on human rights voluntary goals (March 2008) and
one on missing persons (September 2008).

33The first debate is scheduled to take place at the Councilds tent
ratification and effective implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilitiess OHCHR has been

requested to prepare a thematic study on this topic in consultation with, among others, civil society organizations.

3 See resolution 6/30 of 14 December 2007. The first meeting on the question of violence against women was held at its

eighth session and consisted of two panels: one on violence against women, and one on maternal mortality. In September

2008 the Council held a panel discussion on the integration of a gender perspective into its work
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%5The Working Group on the UPR reviews 16 States at each sessiod a total of 48 States each year.

36 . . . . .
Resolution 5/1 provided, however, that for the first term one third of members would serve for one year an d another third would
serve for two years in order to stagger membership.
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57 See its resolution 1998/72 and ECOSOC decision 1998/2

¢« d

o6 Haos @ Geo Kg AT Wd/ @3 R 0 R 8428 A r<« W#ksg d PA



1 Edw @4 Po CRAR | C4 B> BAC RA L CMGR/: BS! ¢ R WSS RIS W
8/ 8ctl BB W/ 8 B> RNWR AR Cc 2o o «BLRMARE / 8AY

T B Bs WhA® dWAS « 85 ks RY 23 G} B KATRE W Ry BICRLIW G PiK, HBCEBAB, A
o 2Pl 0/ 8o B218oo %81/ 8B>/ 2210 BA: K2AT|WCRS KRy | W/ 8> P |21 &
K< Ry 2% RBGei*@28A% RAE /|| 87 % 27831 /824K « RINM@ & YPtsa / 81 RAe | G2 Ed ¥y 8/ f
KeRY 8AT B gl Lo Wi B BACH RIWE RS DR C2x SREXER A M| ABHL /48 A
Ki R 85" <« 8K, Ael 8%

s dwf dPAB; K3HRE 22 PRPBWDAZ : WI AL KB RY 81"/ @K REMF-MSS/ BEGB/ 286G
8 Ru 1 8 PO E%IFL, d, 2, B B Fc2doaBpPipas Wi AS 2, | 452/ $RAK s BIFWI/ 2
c €Ks R 25P KRR 86 || B2 Do Pt 1 2 %

8 Ra 1 8hRd 2% 7 2002 JBREBI"WE 2 8 G2« |* o 8 A 0TS Rl PHITPA S IIWMAE , A5, ||
0>/ CRWKEBMRRRR , °1 8K RERT IR BR Y22 RBACHR: «c CRA LW G888 ¢ 2
Ki RY 8 s KB &RBERAL ¢ "Rer® G Ko GREIPRs DK 0 Rs>2G P 0 1.6 ATRERB: € R NPT 2 %

o s F WY o A REAE BAT TR R WRERAEP B, WHA® I WAP WL EaRY A G&a Kt &

Ccdo 608 o ¢ o Wnoel d WhH 8 F HESHK BhBRA KA BS © W< L AT 8% @R , ¢ P /L3 ¥RR Y PG 2

8« Rx 0, 8e* 5 & RKARBWHDE/KS | ° D J(ERIAN, 08 SR Rid, o/ degy/ sGidwy 2, ,/ &> P

B, D« R8 2°RAB>/ 2RB. RBPF@ 3 Lol 2, « 2 3LREF @RCRBGR | 2A, Ka As CRA« C/ 2 A
ol Mg/ 22 P BRI ABIANET 1 F, Pe | 2%

i €6

3 A% 6 8

@L4> 9 Eooj 5% / @85 Ko A K ERY [Bsicdit B28WB, G B0 § Wo o | DBREMB /025 AGR, WA

o 8>/ G8s Ke AKERy Ri&Hd B CRAK Bs RL K SR/ RS, ° 8 ¢ «J2 o ERAC ReA & W
o B21 85 o %1 KT ¥ AMAY AR 0 @ FoidB 2R Wo & A9 RA B/ 2| As! A AMRRIRIAETE % ||
Lo/ dg A2l nidtteBn £R ERA WK, 1 oo l€Ro B DRist BRI | AT W o &d B2 MPR G/
of / B2 %T 4 2, Redi¥w @2 (PH/G R Revsall/ 2 AWDBR: | SR AT WA BC RS « d W
K.#; REB, B>/ 2h¢ 123 ARD REABAKY RI Ws , 25 0 W 8 K} &o K 24PL WRRLLRs C« &
P BKG REARRMIWY 25 ; 2 KB s W/ BKAKRSAR . ARA BAK » REHLBEBIT)E:

7> /78, 8K < R2s s S0CBOAKT RY 8% 2G| [Pl LK R EUBER @B, Ka A CRHA

6 < ©/ 2 Auhe fy Rob K KA @B (R || o> * / G20 K% Lo/ KGHABRsB o ¢ B BARNac# o %

o i 2 CHWIOA . RS Fo@ER> | :80P#14885¢/] 8% <« R4 RS BF 8 | 845 » 8 —Pseil@PBe ] 11 84S
o HECF 828, 3o RS/ G2 Ky AKRRY B2 g, &Bs | 2, P | 2 %

s €6 |2 dWe: 2 CRERS 8% MRHEA CERWHS K <« RY 2 A, s RE o A WHE - GBS RBSA« I W
K, AIVs 828° R&eP 1« @IL&%I %28/ &5 RIKERY & lr; RA® | 22,927 BRAM, 2

kel d P> KG RY ARSRE S0AT W Cx EWHE B2, Wiyde, 2 9 d P A ,49,,82 . BEKREORAX G2

o VoG FEAPWI 2> F G p €l oflidtis RR 2T &6 9Pt BR #>CRe 2 ¢ MBRBSEMRAREW G2

s CRe#AC 80 Wd/ & EReAD P 29 We ; K2 RRL J PR K KM Ry &2 AT d W RAK, e | 2

38
Not to be confused with the World Social Forum.
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Created by Human Rights Council resolution 6/15 of 28 September 2007.

40 . . . . .
At its inaugural session, on 15 and 16 December 2008, the Forum is expected to consider minorities and access to education.
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See Human Rights Council resolution 6/13.
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(Contacting special procedures mandateholders)

E-mail: SPDInfo@ohchr.org(for general inquiries and information) urgent-
action@ohchr.org (for individual cases/complaints only)

+41 (0)22 917 90 06

Quick Response Desk

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

Fax:
Post:

Palais des Nations
8i 14, avenue de la Paix
CHi 1211 Geneva 10- Switzerland
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56See resolution 5/1, annex, para. 60, anhkolidersns OA/ BWRECIRRSDFfB8/IsDe.Cc
57 Working groups are commonly composed of five members, one drawn from each of the five United Nations regional groups:
Africa; Asia; Latin America and the Caribbean; Eastern Europe; and Western Europe and others.
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