
Nowadays, he found darkness unsettling...

When he walked alone on 
the street, He felt watched 
or followed all the time.

He dreaded every single sound from 
the dark alleys...

He wanted to reach 
home...soon.

 
What's that 

noise? AN infocomic  in conjunction  
with :

The international day for 
torture victims 2017
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He was not 
normally 
an anxious 
man.

At least 
not until a 
year ago. 
When they 
took his 
beloved 
son...

Most of the time...his fear 
was unfounded!

And he knew that he will 
continue to live his life  in 
fear. It was not by choice 
but rather, a tragedy...



He could not believe his son survived. He 
thought he would lose him forever. The 
injuries seemed beyond repair; both physically  
and mentally.

on that unforgetable  night, 
two uniformed strangers  

stopped his son on his way home. 
an encounter that scarred hiS 

son  for life!



"they wantEd  me to confess to a 
crime that I didn't do". His son told 
him.

They beat and kicked him from 
every angle mercilessly.

All he could think of was 
how to breathe.

after 2 hours of horror, they 
left. walking away from the crime 
scene...free.

the next day,some villagers 
found him Weak and battered in 
the dark alley. they said he 
was barely breathing when he 
was discovered...

Who would have 
thought a common 
plastic bag can be so 
lethal...

When he refused to comply, 
the nightmare began...



I can't watch my son turned 
into a walking corpse! And it 

has been 4 years since it 
happened..what should we 

do?

Be patient! I met a paralegal 
from a group called Cross-

cultural foundation yesterday. 
She said the government plans 
to make a law that can help our 

son.

but perhaps, there 
was a glimmer of 
hope. he learned that 
the government 
wanted to adopt a 
law that prohibits 
torture...

It soundEd  very 
promising...

his son changed a lot since the 
incident. He grew quiet and elusive. 
He also rarely left his room, let 
alone the house.

While  his son 
struggled to 
recover, tHe 
persons who caused 
him this pain  are 
still out there.

He asked himself everyday... 
Where is Justice?



So, he waited...one year..two years..for 
this law that he heard about  from the 
paralegal. Surely a law like this takes  
time to make.

I don't know what to do. 
He refuses to go to the 
authorities and ask for 
help. I am so worried 
about him...About his 

future...

But can justice be 
postponed, be 
shelved?

How is your son? Is 
he getting any 

better? did  you 
find Out how he can 

get help? 

The law is after all for a 
good cause.

Early 2017, the military  
appointed  National legislative 
assembly  announced that 
there needs  to be more 
consultation on the bill 
before it can be passed. This 
will  prolong the process, 
indefinitely...



Includes a 
specific 
obligation to 
investigate 
allegations

Criminalises torture 
and enforced 
disappearance with a 
maximum penalty of 
life imprisonment

Creates a committee 
to establish policies 
on the prevention of 
torture and enforced 
disappearance.

At the same time, civil 
society has advocated for 
the draft law to be further 
revised in line with 
international human rights 
law.

the draft law 
should include 

specific provisions 
forbidding the use 

of evidence 
obtained by 

torture in legal 
proceedings and 

criminalizing acts 
of cruel, inhuman 

or degrading 
treatment.

The draft law does not 
provide Specific 

protection for victims  
or witnesses from 

reprisal. There is also 
no mention of a proper 
complaint mechanism.

Pornpen 
khongkachonkiet 
Director of cross 
cultural foundation 

Kingsley Abbott, 
senior  legal advisor, 
international 
commission of jurists

The law could 
potentially hold 
perpetrators of 
torture and 
enforced 
disappearance 
accountable for 
their acTs.



Somchai 
neelapajiT, 

human rights 
lawyer.

Porlajee "billy" 
rakchongcharoen, ethnic 

Karen activist

Thailand has been  under the  
international spotlight for 
allegations of torture for 
years.

Billy Disappeared  after he was 
accused of   collecting  honey 

from the forest Illegally.

The  government 
agreed to make 
torture a crime 
when it ratified 
the united nation's 
convention 
against torture 
(UNCAT) on 2 
October 2007.  

A  promise that is yet 
to be fulfilled.

This is why Adopting an anti-
torture and enforced 
disappearance law was a step in 
the right direction. 

An obligation  prescribed 
by article 4 of The 
treaty.

There are also continuing 
allegations of enforced 
disappearance.

On March 10,2017, the military-
appointed national legislative 
assembly  approved 
ratification of the 
international convention for 
the protection of all persons 
from enforced disappearance, 
which Thailand signed in 2012.



Shane o'mara 
"Why torture doesn't 

work: the neuroscience of 
interrogation"

When Thailand was reviewed by the uncat 
committee in 2014, it reiterated its 
commitment to criminalise torture

Like the father of the 
tortured 
victim...everyone waited 
for thailand to adopt an 
anti-torture and 
enforced disappearance 
law. 

But,Where is the law? 

In 2016, the united 
Nation's human rights 
chief expressed his 
concern on 
thailand's situation 
officially...

I also encourage the 
government to urgently enact 
the anti-torture and enforced 

disappearance Bill...

Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein, at the Human Rights 
Council's 31st session.

At the same time, experts have proved  that torture is not only 
illegal, in fact it doesn't work!

 Methods of torture create 
problems for memory, mood 
and thinking. Sufferers will 
produce information that is 

deeply unreliable.



As long as the anti-torture and enforced disappearance law is not 
passed, there will continue to be impunity in thailand. Survivors and  
loved ones will continue to live in trauma; without proper access to 
justice and remedy.

From  "make him speak by tomorrow", a 
report by amnesty international that 
covers allegations of torture from 
2013 to 2015.

meanwhile,  public 
will  live in fear 
as perpetrators 
remain free in 
their community.

From compilation of 
cases since 1980 by the 
United Nations working 
group on enforced and 

involuntary 
disappearance.

 torture is illegal 
and It doesn't work. 
Hence, it should be 
criminalised...
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