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Fourth session of the Open Ended Intergovernmental Working Group to 
elaborate a legally binding instrument on Transnational Corporations and 
other business enterprises in relation to human rights

On 26 June 2014, the United Nations Human Rights Council (HRC) adopted Resolution 
26/9 establishing an “open ended intergovernmental working group on transnational 
corporations and other business enterprises with respect to human rights” with the 
mandate to “elaborate an international legally binding instrument to regulate, in 
international human rights law, the activities of transnational corporations and other 
business enterprises”. The first two sessions were dedicated to open deliberations about 
the format, scope and content of the future instrument, and a document with «elements» 
of the treaty was presented to the third session in 2017.

The fourth session of the OEIWG opens on 15 October with a «zero draft» of a treaty 
prepared by the Working Group Chairperson on the table for discussion.  The draft 
has so far met a mixed reception. While much of the debate on a treaty has focussed 
on substantive questions around the scope and nature of substantive rights and 
responsibilities, the international monitoring and adjudicating mechanism has so far 
received far less attention.

This side event, jointly organized by the International Commission of Jurists, the 
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung and the International Federation of Human Rights Leagues,  
will be a space of discussion where stakeholders will be invited to share their views on 
key sections of the «zero draft» on business and human rights as well as on the best 
way to proceed in the negotiations in the next period. 

In this occasion, there will be representatives of business associations, labour unions, 
non governmental organisations and State delegations present in the room. 

Speakers:  
Christy Hoffman, Secretary General of Uni Global Union
Sandra Liebenberg, Member of the UN Committee on ESCR, Distinguished Professor of 
Law University of Stellenbosch
Erika Mendes, Representative of Friends of the Earth, Mozambique
 
Moderator: 
Ian Seiderman, Director of Law and Policy at the International Commission of Jurists

Refreshments will be served at 13:00 hrs before the start of the session


