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Action Committee for Democracy Development (3@00@61@(9 @l:msmmeq:cooqo:eaoocqme GOMLM)
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Burma News International (BNI)

Center for Law and Democracy (CLD)
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Equality Myanmar (@e%@cz@

¢
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Free Expression Myanmar (cg&m&em@ﬁeﬁe@oa@@és@%m)
Generation Wave (q?”zaoagooogcﬁ&)

Human Rights Watch (HRW)

International Commission of Jurists (ICJ)

International Press Institute (IPI)

5
o
D
©
D
=}
o
D
3
=
—
)
=
<
D
-
wv
>
wn
"
o
o
Q
[=3
o
>
o]
=
<
<
)
>
3
[
=
)
4
~n0
On
0o
00
%,,
Cn

C
Goaoeﬂpc?qposraoaco)

¢

Myanmar Journalist Network (@%m(uwogcoé(rg%wog)

Myanmar Journalists Union (@%@omc?os@ézooeg)

Myanmar Media Lawyers’ Network (@%@o 30006654P: ooac?oo(rS)
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Myanmar Women Journalist Society (@§m§cc3a(i| za)e:oaooc:o;)mquzsfag)
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Protection Committee for Myanmar Journalists (@§mwmczwmquzmng>eqze<mem)

PEN America
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PEN Myanmar (0§(g$0)
Southeast Asian Press Alliance (SEAPA)
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Reporters Without Borders (RSF)
Smile Education Foundation
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20 expert organisations urge Myanmar to fully gquarantee the internationally protected
right to freedom of expression in the Constitution

11 April 2019 -- A new parliamentary committee tasked with reviewing Myanmar’s
constitution is an opportunity for the government to guarantee the democratic rights to
free expression, media freedom, and access to information.

We welcome the government’s creation of the Constitutional Amendment Committee,
established to review and propose amendments that will support Myanmar’s transition to
democracy.

Myanmar’s 2008 Constitution does not include the guarantees required in a democracy to
protect freedom of expression. Those that it does include do not meet relevant international
human rights standards. This threatens the transition to and quality of Myanmar’s democracy as
can be seen for example in the wide range of laws used to prosecute journalists and human
rights defenders.

We call on the Constitutional Amendment Committee to recommend:
¢ Replacement of the current heavily prescribed guarantee for freedom of expression in
Articles 354(a) and 365 with a single article that guarantees the right to freedom of
expression in accordance with international standards, so that it fully reflects the
requirements of Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

e A new separate article guaranteeing the right to access information held by public
authorities.

o A new separate article guaranteeing media freedom, which should prohibit prior
censorship of the media or licensing of the print media and individual journalists, and
should protect journalism as well as the independence of the Myanmar Press Council,
Myanmar Broadcasting Council, and any future public service media.

e Each guarantee should include only those limitations that are provided by law and are
necessary for the respect of the rights or reputations of others, or for the protection of
national security or of public order, or of public health or morals.

We are committed to supporting Myanmar’s transition to democracy and would be happy to
provide further information and guidance as the Committee conducts its review.

Signed

Action Committee for Democracy Development (ACDD)
Burma News International (BNI)

Center for Law and Democracy

Equality Myanmar

Free Expression Myanmar (FEM)



Generation Wave

Human Rights Watch (HRW)

International Commission for Jurists (ICJ)
International Press Institute (IP1)

Independent Lawyers’ Association of Myanmar (ILAM)
Myanmar Journalist Network (MJN)

Myanmar Journalists’ Union (MJU)

Myanmar Media Lawyers’ Network (MMLN)

Myanmar Women Journalist Society (MWJS)
Protection Committee for Myanmar Journalists (PCMJ)
PEN America

PEN Myanmar

Reporters Without Borders (RSF)

Southeast Asian Press Alliance (SEAPA)

Smile Education Foundation
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C . e c ¢ C co ¢ Woc, o
ma@gggaeqomtrgw@gmceqo(ga?qml GSEP(T)[ﬁIjOOI GG(QOO?COG3w@oII

3200020675320 B005:60l601056q:8¢ 324)1:008:329C 326623205000060:66): 02MEQOOI 09:03Es630[03el
[ °~% 0600 @ 61010 "lll° 0. 61 @O ° GT’ ° o‘?cl LT °



C

o@o o (‘[g(‘o Co o C C ’]C[% (‘@ C C
QOO [GIREERSC |GO2]]0:6M$MI BOIC|g|$UOI 85|gPOFLOI
C Cclre C C ce C C C
Ramkhye - SEHH [_Zjo)[(__gzc?os M$Q D! @o)[(__ra:(%om m:ﬁc@e@ou
J t D C C C°@ C C CcO (‘o
ustice Drum m$q 01 §05|gpI$0LO60MDCOCE
C oC C Co (O C N (o) C
qogp[Se:qjezeq:§ggo[9lzeqzeﬂgamc39(go(Area Peace and Development Forward ) meoos [%?oal lea1=1eb}]

o < ¢ C € [o] C € ocC e _0C,
3000000 (Tg?@lml 3’30(@[9[;?0& U)OJJUJ@GL]CI €6T)OU)O?C0II

For further information, please contact Yin Yadanar Thein, Free Expression Myanmar,
yin@FreeExpressionMyanmar.org 09260037058
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