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Sri Lanka: Counter-terror police must cease harassment of Tamil photojournalist
Kanapathipillai Kumanan

Sri Lankan authorities must immediately end the harassment of Tamil journalist Kanapathipillai
Kumanan and withdraw the summons issued by the Counter Terrorism Investigation
Department (CTID) of Sri Lanka Police, eight international human rights and media rights
groups said today.

Based in Sri Lanka’s Northern Province, Kumanan is a photojournalist, president of the
Mullaitivu Press Club, and human rights defender, who documents violations against Tamil
civilians by security forces in the heavily militarised north and east of the country. He has been
served a summon by the CTID to appear for an inquiry on 17 August 2025. The police notice
does not state the reason for the inquiry, although he was informed by telephone that it was in
connection with his social media posts. It is believed the summons are a reprisal for Kumanan’s
reporting — primarily on human rights issues and, most recently, the mass grave excavations in
Chemmani, Northern Province. Kumanan has posted updates and photos on social media
documenting 41 days of excavations, during which he reported that more than 140 skeletal
remains were either exhumed or unearthed. His photographs have been widely shared and
published by advocacy and news outlets.

Since the bloody end of the armed conflict in May 2009, Kumanan has played a key role in
reporting on issues such as enforced disappearances, military land acquisition, environmental
crimes, and the campaigns of survivor communities demanding truth, justice, and redress for
wartime violations and abuses.


https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/profile/kanapathipillai-kumanan
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/profile/kanapathipillai-kumanan
https://cpj.org/2025/08/sri-lankas-counter-terrorism-police-summon-tamil-journalist-documenting-mass-graves/
https://x.com/kumanan93
https://kumananimages.com/
https://cpj.org/2025/08/sri-lankas-counter-terrorism-police-summon-tamil-journalist-documenting-mass-graves/
https://x.com/JDSLanka/status/1953344960842833923
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=23883211527956762&id=100000837474319&set=a.226183754086205
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=23883211527956762&id=100000837474319&set=a.226183754086205
https://www.instagram.com/p/C9XxA-QtXfZ/
https://x.com/kumanan93/status/1953090291948503491
https://x.com/kumanan93/status/1952727870570422600
https://www.icj.org/sri-lanka-icj-urges-international-oversight-and-victim-centred-investigation-into-chemmani-mass-grave-in-compliance-with-international-law-and-standards/
https://groundviews.org/2025/07/07/chemmani-mass-grave-renewed-excavation-raises-old-questions/

The summons is part of a broader pattern of intimidation against Kumanan, his family, other
journalists and human rights defenders who expose human rights violations, abuses and war
crimes in Sri Lanka. Kumanan has previously faced direct reprisals, including threats against his
family in 2024 aimed at silencing his work.

The use of the CTID and other counter-terror mechanisms to target a Tamil journalist is not new
— but it remains deeply concerning. Under successive governments, Sri Lankan authorities
have abused the regressive Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) and the counter-terror police to
punish journalists and human rights defenders who document and report on rights violations
and abuses and deter them from carrying out their work. Tamil and Muslim human rights
defenders — particularly in the country’s north and east — have been especially affected by
such reprisals.

We call on Sri Lankan authorities, including the Minister of Public Security, the Police Chief, and
the Ministry of Defence to ensure that all journalists and human rights defenders in Sri Lanka
can work in a safe, enabling environment, free from intimidation and retaliation.

We urge the international community, including the concerned United Nations human rights
mechanisms and member states, to closely monitor all ongoing violations and reprisals in Sri
Lanka, especially the continued misuse of counter-terrorism legislation to suppress those
speaking out on war-related crimes. To ensure such vigilance, we call on the UN Human Rights
Council to renew the OHCHR'’s monitoring and reporting mandate on Sri Lanka, as well as the
OHCHR’s Sri Lanka Accountability Project, when the Council reviews Sri Lanka’s human rights
record — particularly on accountability and justice — at its upcoming 60th session.

Sincerely,
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https://rsf.org/en/alarming-resurgence-sri-lankan-police-attacks-tamil-journalists
https://cpj.org/2022/03/sri-lankan-police-harass-question-journalists-selvakumar-nilanthan-punniyamoorthy-sasikaran/
https://cpj.org/2022/03/sri-lankan-police-harass-question-journalists-selvakumar-nilanthan-punniyamoorthy-sasikaran/
https://www.tamilguardian.com/content/tamil-journalist-intimidated-and-harassed-sri-lankan-forest-department-officials-mullaitivu

